
 

 

Allen Sanchez 
 

H el lo  SDTF 

members! I 

guess if you are read-

ing this, you are offi-

cially reading the 

return of the SDTF 

Baselines Newslet-

ter, and what a wel-

come return it is.  Thanks to the ef-

forts of Todd Linke, our clubôs sec-

retary, and SDTF member Jeffrey 

Velasquez, we can all look forward 

to reading about the ñgoings-onò in 

our club.  We are planning on hav-

ing the newsletter on a bi-monthly 

basis, so be on the look-out for it 

again in May. 

So, a few things Iôd like mention 

éfirst, the San Diego Open is still 

in the planning stages, but the offi-

cial dates of June 30-July 2, 2007 

have been selected as the tourna-

ment weekend.  So, keep those days 

free for the Open!    This marks the 

22nd year of the tournament, so letôs 

keep the tradition going and start 

mentioning it at other GLTA tourna-

ments.  Look for the entry form and 

other tournament information on our 

website and the GLTA website.  

Also, itôs never too early to volun-

teer, so let me know if youôre inter-

ested in helping out with the tourna-

ment. 

Speaking of tournaments, donôt 

forget to support our friends in Long 

Beach, Los Angeles, and San Fran-

cisco.  They all have tournaments 

scheduled for this spring and sum-

mer.  For Open and A players, the 

inaugural GLTA Grass Court Cham-

pionships will be held in Rancho 

Mirage this spring.  Check the 

GLTA website for dates and details 

of all these tournaments. 

As far as SDTF events, Team 

Tennis is off and running.  The com-

petition is fierce and so are some of 

those team names and t-shirts.  But 

remember, itôs all in good fun, so 

letôs keep it friendly and drama free.  

Also, remember that Team Tennis 

ends with our annual Spring Picnic 

on April 29.  The club provides the 

meat and the teams bring the sides, 

drinks, and desserts.  Itôs always a 

great time. 

One last mention to all those 

Open and A players who help run 

the clinic.  Thank you again for tak-

ing time to help us wanna-be Sere-

nas and Roddicks with our game.  

The clinics are every other Saturday.  

Check our website for the dates. 

Thatôs all for now. So remem-

ber...over the net and in the big 

green box. 

 

Cheers, 

Allen 

The Prez Sez... 
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Todd Linke 

 

L ife is a journey.  Itôs a commonly used phrase, but one that has taken 

on more meaning to me since I took on 

the role of Baselines co-editor.  Iôve 

learned that the SDTF players who set 

foot onto the court bring with them 

more than just a racket and balls.  They 

bring with them stories.  Interesting 

stories that only lifeôs journey can write. 

The game of tennis means different things to each 

player.  Some enjoy team competition, while striving to 

attain their personal best.  Others enjoy the satisfaction 

of victory, but use losses as motivation to improve their 

skills.  A common goal is to have fun while developing 

close friendships.  Sometimes these friendships simply  

 

 

help divert our attention from the rigors of everyday life.  

Sometimes they bring a sense of closeness that is lost 

when we move far from family and the life we once 

knew. 

We each have a story to tell, and these stories help 

define who we are, both on and off the court.  Whether a 

founding SDTF member or a new addition to the 

Federation roster.  Whether a seasoned veteran or a 

beginning player.  Whether a native San Diegan or a 

native Mid-Westerner.  Each of us makes the SDTF 

something special.  Something to be cherished and 

appreciated. 

I look forward to hearing many more playersô 

stories in the coming months as Baselines co-editor.  I 

hope that you enjoy reading their stories as much as I 

enjoy bringing them to you. 
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The Opening Set 

ñStump the Umpò 

Matt Coin 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Q: Our opponent called a ball out just before it hit the ground.  But then the ball actually landed on the outside of the 

line and was technically in.  He continued to play the point, but we stopped play and our argument was that the point 

should be awarded to us since he made the incorrect call.  Should play have continued or should the point have been 

awarded to us?  

 

A: If a team calls a ball out before it bounces... and it bounces in... it is the opposing team's point. 

 

Q: My opponent served the last point of the first set tiebreaker and I served the first game of the second set. Is that 

right? 

 

A: A tiebreaker can be a tricky thing. You have to remember that one player serves the first point on the deuce side of 

the court, and then players take turns each serving two in a row, beginning on the ad side of the court. You also have 

to remember that you must switch sides every time the point total is a multiple of six. And, you must remember that a 

tiebreaker is played to seven, but one player must win by two points. Concerning this question, it does not matter who 

served the last point of the tiebreaker, but instead who served the first point. The player who did NOT serve the first 

point of the tiebreaker should begin serving in the following set. The first point of a tiebreaker should be treated as an 

entire game.  
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Todd Linke 

 

E ach year, the SDTF Team Tennis league brings 

to life the tennis courts next to otherwise dor-

mant campuses for seven winter and 

spring Sundays.  As you approach the 

courts at the San Diego High School 

or City College this year, you might 

hear the soulful sounds of 1960ôs De-

troit competing to out-perform the 

hip-grinding rhythms of todayôs hip 

hop stars.  You might feel the heat of 

Fire Lad, as he uses his fire-breathing 

power to ward off the hyper-

intelligence of Grod, the mind-

controlling gorilla.  Or you might wit-

ness the spectacle that is Scrappy-Do 

trying to overcome the on-court se-

ductive allure of Colton Ford.  It 

should be clear that Team Tennis brings together an 

eclectic group of tennis players, each of whom has 

something unique to contribute to the success of the 

team.     

Eight teams compete in singles 

and doubles tennis each week with 

the ultimate goal of playoff victory 

and holding the champions trophy 

for the year.  But talk to the players, 

and youôll see that Team Tennis 

means so much more.  John Pilarski 

(a.k.a. Jaw Breaker) admits that his 

teamôs goal is to win, but adds that 

he joined for a second year of com-

petition because he ñhad a ball last 

yearò.  John is committed to team 

victory and adds to his teamôs morale by bringing 

ña sense of having a good timeò each Sunday.  He 

admires how individual performances, such as 

teammate John Tylerôs ñwinning shotò to bring 

home a week one victory, help the entire team.  

John has personal motivations, too.  He looks at 

Team Tennis as a stepping stone to playing in tour-

naments by providing just the right mix of fun and 

competitiveness. 

The SDTF and Team Tennis helped Jerry 

Daniele (a.k.a. Bellisi Mo) realize the power of 

friendship.  He credits his friends with helping him 

ñget back into the groove of thingsò and motivating 

him to play more tennis.  And with his family back 

in New York, Team Tennis is just one 

more chance to spend time with 

friends who he considers family.  A 

common theme among Team Tennis 

players is to have fun in the quest to 

victory.  But Jerry admits that heôs a 

competitive person and that Team 

Tennis drives him to raise his level of 

play.  Jerry seems to accept losing as 

part of the game, but heôll use a Team 

Tennis loss to motivate him to find 

out what he did wrong and work 

harder the next week.  For now, Jerry 

will enjoy his week one victories and 

his teamôs early first-place standing.   

Brad Whitehead (a.k.a. Brandy Westmore) sees 

Team Tennis as a way to contribute toward a group 

effort, something of a rarity in todayôs ñme, me, 

meò world.  Brad is grateful to an ex 

who instilled in him a life-long pas-

sion for tennis.  After all, Brad says, 

ñtennis is the only exercise I like,ò 

and Team Tennis makes a great way 

to spend an early start on a beautiful 

Sunday morning.  While Team Ten-

nis is a social event, Brad plays to 

win.  He contributes to his team us-

ing the ñStable Mabelò motto, doing 

his best to be consistent and patient 

on the court. Brad doesnôt particu-

larly care for losing, and wishes that he could 

ñperform an Edit-Undo on match pointò after a 

loss. Looking at his performance from week one, 

maybe he would prefer to perform a Copy-Paste on 

his first two wins. 

Regardless of a playerôs personal skill level, 

goals, or motivation, Team Tennis has a place for 

any member of the San Diego Tennis Federation.  

It brings together players who, despite their indi-

vidual differences, have one thing in common:  a 

passion for tennis.   
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Team Tennis Brings Together SDTF Members 

F E A T U R E  

Show me some love. 

Watch and learn! 
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Scott Williford 
 

A s we re-launch the SDTF Baselines newsletter, 

we are trying to bring you a little of the club's 

current events.  Scott Williford, newsletter editor 

from 1985 to 1995, will contribute some reflections 

on the history of the Federation from the SDTF 

"archives". We trust that those of you who go back 

that far will remember some of these times fondly.  If 

you are new to the club, this is a good way to under-

stand "where we came from." 

Rancy Breece actually "published" the first few 

newsletters in 1985 before Scott took over. The news-

letter was simply named "SDTF News" for the first 

few years. In August 1989, it briefly took the name 

"Sidelines", but for some reason that name did not 

stick and it was renamed "Baselines" in September of 

1989. Enjoy! 

 

20 Years Ago - February 1987 

 

February 1987 marked the second annual "SDTF 

Open Championships.ò  The first two years it was on 

Presidents weekend, but two straight years of rain 

caused the Board to meet in March 1987 and an-

nounce that it would rename the tournament the "San 

Diego Open" and move it to July 4th weekend of 

1988, where it has stayed ever since. 

 

 

Excerpts from the February 1987 "SDTF News" 
 

òDespite Rain, SDTF Shines Againò 

The Second Annual San Diego Tennis Federation 

Open Championships [see why we changed the 

name?] survived a rainstorm for the second year in a 

row and concluded on Monday night at Morley Field. 

This year's tournament drew 110 players from around 

the western U.S. with one entry from Germany [up 

from 65 players the first year]. Dallas, Corpus Christi 

and Houston, Texas were well  represented, as well as 

Sacramento, San Francisco, Oakland, San Jose, 

Fresno, Santa Barbara, Los Angeles, West Holly-

wood, Laguna Beach, La Jolla and of course San 

Diego. [but still small enough we could list every 

city!]  

SDTF players continued their excellent record in 

1986 tournaments [yeah! 11 medals in the 1986 Gay 

Games] by dominating the awards lists once again. 

SDTF players won B Singles (Jim Frailey), C Singles 

(Tim Neuman), B Doubles (Jim McMillan-Kenn 

Waibel), Open Doubles (Arnie Barba-Scott Willi-

ford), and San Diego Players were also runners-up in 

Open Doubles (Norm Burgos-Pat Loo), B Doubles 

(Jim Frailey-Jon Colbert), and the very first 35 and 

Over event (Brad Hasper). 

On Sunday night, the banquet was held at the 

Manniken in Pacific Beach [most nights it was a 

straight dance club on Garnet]. We were entertained 

by the vivacious Miss Sheba Coleman of West Holly-

wood and Tony Cibrian of Corpus Christié     

 

SDTF "A" Ladder - Feb 1987 (Top 10 players) 

 

1. Rich Ryan 

2. Norm Burgos 

3. Pat Loo 

4. Scott Williford 

5. Bob Walton 

6. Jim Winters 

7. Don Farris 

8. Jim McMillan 

9. Brad Hasper 

10. Jim Frailey 
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This Month in SDTF History  

Brad Hasper accepting his trophy with Gary Sutton (35's win-

ner).  Rich Ryan (SDO 2 Director) and "Miss" Sheba Coleman 

are shown to the right. 
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Phil Villagomez 
 

T he San Diego Tennis Federation is 

proud to salute a couple of 

ñDynamic Duosò who had some signifi-

cant doubles achievements in 2006.  Ray 

Cherry and Leon Ramos both qualified 

for this years GLTA (Gay Lesbian Ten-

nis Association) Champions Race 

held in London, UK Feb 2-4.  Being invited to 

the season ending GLTA Championships is a 

great honor and participation is an honor in it-

self.  We are excited to announce that Ray 

Cherry won the C doubles championship crown 

this year.  In order to qualify for the GLTA 

championships, players must compete in a 

minimum of 3 GLTA tournaments during a 

calendar year and at least one of those tourna-

ments must be outside a playerôs home state.  

Players are awarded points based on how well 

they perform in the GLTA tournaments they compete 

in during the year.  The top eight qualified players in 

each division (Open, A, B, C & D) are invited to par-

ticipate in the championships in both singles in dou-

bles however the doubles event is played with individ-

ual players so it is not necessary to play with the same 

partner to qualify for this event.  This tournament 

structure resulted in Ray and 

Leon both qualifying for the 

tournament but they never 

actually played together in 

London and in fact had to 

face each other with assigned 

rotating partners. 

Ray and Leon had a great 

year together winning the 

San Diego Open as well as 

reaching the finals in San 

Francisco and the semi-

finals in Las Vegas.  While 

they participated in both the C and B divisions last 

year, they played at the C level in London.  Both play-

ers are playing at higher levels now but they have 

much to be proud of representing SDTF at the global 

GLTA championships this year.  Ray and Leon had 

fun in London and acted as ambassadors for San 

Diego having met several international players.  Ray 

says he personally invited players from Sweden, Italy 

and the U.K to consider playing in the San Diego 

Open this summer. 

Rayôs championship performance capped an 

amazing comeback year for this amazing athlete.  Af-

ter a 20-year absence from the tennis courts, Ray re-

turned to the game at the urging of his future doubles 

partner and made his return to tennis look as easy as 

riding a bike.  Ray played juniors tennis on the east 

coast as a youth and has some collegiate tennis 

experience as well.  After several years of bag-

ging softball awards and leading teams to vari-

ous championships, Ray turned his attention to 

tennis.  Ray is now working with a new coach 

and he has a goal of improving his fitness level 

in order to be even more competitive on the 

tennis court.  Ray will open the year competing 

at the ñAò level and something tells me it will 

not be long before he is seen at the Open level. 

Last year also marked a key accomplishment 

for the team of Frank January and Georg Byrd.  

Frank and George were named winners of the inaugu-

ral ñSOCAL SLAMò for ñAò doubles.  The SOCAL 

SLAM is a competition for players who compete in 

the 4 major Southern California GLTA tournaments.  

Those who register for the L.A Open, San Diego 

Open, L.A Centre Court tournament and the Palm 

Springs Open are qualified to compete for the Socal 

crown.  Successful perform-

ance in these 4 tournaments 

helps participants earn points 

toward the final award.  Con-

gratulations also goes to Leo-

nard Trinh who racked up 

some significant Slam points 

in the A doubles division and 

J.R Rivera who ranked in B 

singles for the Slam.  For 

those who want to compete 

in this year's Slam, please 

note that the first leg of the competition will be held 

April 6-8 in L.A and the deadline to register for this 

event is March 9, 2006. 

Please take time to congratulate Ray, Leon, Frank 

and George on their achievements.  We all hope to see 

even more SDTF members at next yearsô GLTA 

championships and SOCAL SLAM awards circle. 
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Dynamic Duos 

Leon Ramos 

George Byrd and Frank January 
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Todd Linke 

 

S outh Jersey native George Biagi came to San Diego 

in 1989, bringing with him an infectious personal-

ity, a zest for life, and his tennis racket.  Sure, he appre-

ciates winning, but Georgeôs real joy comes 

from his love of the sport and the people that he 

meets.  George credits Carlo Santilla with help-

ing rekindle his passion for the game of tennis 

after retiring from softball two years ago.  

George joined the SDTF in December and im-

mediately volunteered as a Team Tennis captain, 

ready to instill his belief that success on the 

court should be measured by how much fun you 

have while playing. 

Winning hasnôt always been a part of 

Georgeôs past.  As a child, his little league team was 

consistently the worst, with one season even losing 24 

straight games (although he points out the losing streak 

was the season before he joined the team)! 

George doesnôt mind losing though, after 

all, he grew up with a nurturing brother 

and mother who he considers his best 

friends.  They taught him that anything 

you try is ñgood enoughò and even losing 

can be fun. 

He has a competitive edge too.  In high 

school he lettered in doubles tennis, then 

spent 16 years as a softball player after 

moving to San Diego.  He served as league 

commissioner, chairman of the league 

tournament, and coached for 14 years.  He 

was also chair of the week-long Gay Soft-

ball World Series, raising over $100,000 and hosting 

108 teams.  George paused, smiled, and made it known 

that heôs not quite ready to serve as director of the San 

Diego Open but George didnôt hesitate to volunteer as a 

Team Tennis captain, with the intent to meet people and 

experience all that the SDTF offers. 

George is mostly a self-taught player, taking only a 

few lessons in his lifetime and mostly playing recrea-

tionally over the years.  Softball has given him 

the edge in hand-eye coordination, but he admits 

it took its toll on his knees and legs.  When asked 

about his on-court weakness, George hesitated, 

muttered out loud about a conspiracy, then admit-

ted that his backhand might be a target for his 

opponents.  Heôs confident in his forehand, quick 

in doubles, and enjoys a serve and volley game 

(when the serve is on, that is).  A common theme 

then resurfaced, ñitôs all about the fun.ò  After all, 

we live in paradise where tennis is a refuge from 

the day-to-day rigors of life. 

His transition to organized tennis has been an enjoy-

able one.  On the court, his love for doubles is apparent.  

Singles is just too lonely.  It lacks a team-

mate to celebrate after wins or to commis-

erate after losses.  He is already active in 

Friday Night Doubles and Team Tennis, 

enjoying their perfect balance of fun with a 

competitive edge.  Off the court, his love 

for his partner of over 17 years is also evi-

dent.  He smiles broadly when recalling 

their meeting less than two months after 

moving to San Diego.  The former ñsoftball 

widowò turned ñtennis widowò saw only 

one of Georgeôs softball games, but has 

never begrudged his busy sports lifestyle. 

He probably realized trying to hold back 

George would be a losing battleénot that losing is all 

that bad. 
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Getting to Know YouðGeorge Biagi 

 
George on a trip 

to Rio de Janeiro 

George in his younger days.  

Can you spot him? 


