
Baselines  
The Prez Sezé  

Allen Sanchez  

Inside this issue:  

The Opening Set  2 

SDO22!  3 

This Month in 

SDTF History  

4 

Ask the Personal 

Trainer  

5 

Getting to Know 

You 

6 

Special points of 

interest:  

 

Stump the Ump  

 

Sunday Doubles 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

SDO22 Results  

SDTF 

July 30, 2007  

Volume 1, Issue 3  

Hello SDTF Members.  

Happy (belated) Pride!  

It was great to see a 

lot of you out and 

about over Pride 

Weekend.  

To be honest, I wasnĈt 

sure what I wanted to say this 

issueċsince the San Diego 

Open has come and gone, I 

donĈt have anything to ĉpimpĊ 

out!  I do want to send out a 

big thank you to all the tour-

nament volunteers and the 

board for all their hard 

work -  without them, SDO 

would not have happened and 

because of them, it was again 

a big success.  Congratula-

tions to all the winners and 

finalists.  Many of our own 

SDTF members took home 

hardware (or tiaras, as some 

of you prefer).  Next yearĈs 

tournament should be even 

bigger, with Independence Day 

landing on a Friday.  

Looking forward, we have 

Pac Cup and Cal Cup, along 

with the Club Tournament.  I 

know that both Pac Cup and 

Cal Cup tryouts, practices and 

planning are well underway.  

For those of you who donĈt 

know what Pac and Cal Cups 

are, then check out our web-

site ( www.sdtf.org ) for de-

tails.  For those of you who 

are working towards repre-

senting our club, good luck 

and letĈs bring both cups back 

to San Diego.  

Also, remember to start 

gearing up for our club 

tournament.  It is tradition-

ally held in September or Oc-

tober, which will be here be-

fore we know it.  Dates will 

be announced soon.  

So, I think thatĈs all the 

events for now.  I am sure 

Todd and Jeffrey have more 

details in the newsletter.  

But before I end my little 

piece of this newsletter, I 

have to share my thoughts on 

the San Diego OpenċdonĈt 

worry, IĈll be brief.  I was 

asked why I volunteered to 

once again be tournament di-

rector.  Well, the answer is 

easy. As I mentioned at the 

banquet, the San Diego Open is 

something bigger than I am.  

ItĈs an event that people look 

forward to playing, and if I 

am involved, even in the small-

est scale, in something that 

brings joy and fun into peo-

pleĈs lives, then all the ef-

fort is worth it.  So, if you 

played or watched the tour-

nament and found yourself 

with a smile on your face and 

having fun, then we did what 

we set out to doċ 

So, my friends, before I 

get really sappy, IĈll say good

-bye here and IĈll see you on 

the courts.  

 

Cheers,  

 Allen  

 

P.S.  ĉRemember, over the 

net and in the big green boxĊ 

http://www.sdtf.org/


Stump the Ump  

Matt Coin  

Q: My singles opponent's first serve was "too close to call" so I played it  and suc-

cessfully returned the ball  to his court.   However, he failed to return it back since 

he felt that his serve was long and quit playing the point.   What should happen fol-

lowing such a dispute?  

 

A: In any match played without an official, the players are responsible for calling the 

ball in and out on their own side of the net. Your opponent should have played the 

ball regardless of what he thought the call should have been. If he questions your 

call, you have the option of giving him a second serve or taking the point.  

 

 

Q: One of our doubles opponents hit me twice with  volleys during a tournament match.   She 

apologized, but it seemed that she continued to aim the ball toward me on  future volleys.   Is 

this considered a legitimate strategy on her part?  

 

A: I wouldn't recommend hitting the ball at an opponent as a "strategy." Your opponent certainly 

didn't break any rules, but her sportsmanship is questionable. I would not consider this a legiti-

mate strategy because any time you hit the ball near your opponent, there is a chance that the 

ball may come back. If I get an easy shot, I usually aim it away from my opponent.  

The Opening Set  

Todd Linke  
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The Independence Day holiday 

means fireworks, cookouts, and 

competitive tennis.  A Sunday 

morning means a chance to 

sleep in or read the newspaper, 

but for some it offers a chance 

to hit doubles among friends.  

This issue features two popular 

SDTF events that wouldnĈt happen 

without our dedicated volunteers:  the San 

Diego Open and Sunday Morning Social Dou-

bles.  Two years ago, SDTF Membership Chair 

Rancy Breece revived the long - dormant Sunday 

morning tradition and has carried the torch 

ever since.  Rancy describes how to be pro-

miscuous on the tennis court on Page 7.  

SDTF Board President Allen Sanchez has 

experience with directing the San Diego Open, 

but that doesnĈt make it an easy task the sec-

ond time around.  He took on the role with 

some trepidation, because he knows that the 

details can be overwhelming.  WhatĈs more, 

this yearĈs tournament hosted over 180 par-

ticipants from across the country.  The tour-

nament draw was relatively small (thanks to 

an oddly - placed holiday), but 180 people is 

still a lot!  Experience or not, organizing an 

event of this magnitude takes time, effort, 

and determination.  But Allen has a different 

perspective on the experience.  ĉI do it for 

the love of the club.  As much effort as it 

took to organize it, I get satisfaction that 

the participants enjoyed the event.Ċ   

There to support him in the effort was 

AllenĈs team of volunteers, which was vital to 

the success of the tournament.  Rancy 

Breece, Jim Wilson, Johnathon Akin, and Jeff 

Luff ran the check - in booth at Morley Field, 

while Mark McDonough and Ned Turner took 

on these duties at the Barnes Tennis Center 

and Bruce Bielaski helped out at both sites.  

Romeo Matias took care of scheduling all of 

the matches.  Sean Anderson coordinated the 

trophies, t - shirts, and program, with Jeffrey 

Velasquez adding his design expertise to the 

program.  Jim Wilson, Todd Linke, Josh Blau-

velt, and Phil Villagomez ran the check - in and 

raffle sale at the draw party, while Ned 

Turner and Todd Nguyen welcomed guests to 

the banquet.  We canĈt forget money:  

George Byrd and Allen were instrumental in 

securing sponsorship for this yearĈs tourna-

ment, and Todd Nguyen set up our PayPal sys-

tem for an easier payment option.  As always, 

RayĈs Tennis was instrumental in providing 

funding as a sponsor of the tournament.  

Finally, Ricco Espinoza made his hotel avail-

able for the bag stuffing party.  

This list of volunteers would certainly 

grow if we could name each person who of-

fered advice, stuffed a tournament bag, car-

ried water, picked up score cards, bought 

bananas, gave an out - of - towner directions, 

etc.  You get the idea.  IĈm proud to say that 

it was a ĉteam effortĊ.  Mark your calendars 

for next yearĈs tournament and join the 

team!   



The San Diego Open 22 brought together talent from across California 

and the nation to make this yearĈs tournament a great success.  Players 

from Cambridge to Coronado, Plano to Portland, and Decatur to Dallas com-

peted under the San Diego sun in our clubĈs ĉcrown jewelĊ.  Members of the 

San Diego Tennis Federation fought their way through the brackets, making 

their presence felt in the semi - finals and finals of nearly every division.  

The weekend culminated with an all - SDTF final in the Open singles division.  

A boisterous crowd witnessed a decisive victory in the championship match 

under a hot afternoon sun.  Relative newcomer Matt Coin, playing in his first 

SDO, defeated Vince Riveroll to earn the championship.  

After the match, Vince, a long - time member of the SDTF, 

graciously welcomed Matt and his impressive game to 

the Federation.  

After his singles win, Matt also competed in the fi-

nals of the Open doubles division with SDTF veteran 

Jeff Worthington before an injury cut the match 

short.  Matt and Jeff had reached the finals in a con-

vincing victory over the team of Andre Lalias and Nabil 

Najjar.  The team of Romeo Matias and Jerry Sabio 

also reached the Open division doubles semi - final, but 

were eventually worn down in the second set by their 

LA- area opponents.  

The day was also highlighted by two all - SDTF show-

downs in the B and C doubles divisions.  The team of Min 

Lee and Chris Lott fought their way into the B division 

doubles final, but were defeated by fellow San Diegans 

Frank Langlois and J.R. Rivera.  The team of Langlois -

Rivera reached the final by prevailing in a second set 

tie - breaker against the tenacious SDTF team of Cyrus 

Azares and Ding Dizon.  The team of Laurent Poirot and 

Doru Tifui, also playing in their first SDO, impressed the crowd with a 

decisive C division victory over fellow San Diegans Archie Lejarde 

and Keith Millard.  

Doru was no stranger to the SDO finals.  DoruĈs success started 

earlier in the day when he won the C singles championship.  Doru 

reached the final by defeating fellow San Diegan Wil Contreras, who 

along with SDTF member Roger Lowe reached the semi - finals in their 

first SDO.  

The SDTF made its presence felt in the other divisions.  The A divi-

sion doubles team of Sean Anderson and David Sheehan marched 

into the final before being defeated in a tough three - set match.  

Jordan Brewer took care of the competition in his first B - level 

tournament, reaching the final before being defeated.  The D divi-

sion also saw its share of wins.  The team of Brandon Culley and 

Bruno Lemaitre went 2 - 1 in the round robin format and Mark Foster 

reached the semi - finals in singles.  

Another highlight of the weekend was the Sunday evening ban-

quet, held at the beautiful Japanese Friendship Garden in Balboa 

Park.  The event featured delicious food, good conversation, 

and an appearance by the Japanese geisha Kiki Kyoto (a.k.a. Ricco 

Espinoza).  This ĉbeautiful flowerĊ entertained the crowd with 

her delicate movements in an original interpretation of a beauti-

ful Japanese fan dance.  The crowd then gathered as event or-

ganizer Phil Villagomez and Kiki awarded a number of door 

prizes, including a tennis bag autographed by Boris Becker, tour-

nament entries, and an Ipod Nano!  

Thanks to Board President and Tournament Director Allen Sanchez and his team of 

volunteers for upholding the great tradition of the San Diego Open as a fun and com-

petitive tournament.  The July 4 holiday is on a Friday next year (thanks to leap year), so 

mark your calendars for SDO 23; it should be an even bigger celebration!  

FEATURE:  The 22nd San Diego Open  

Todd Linke  
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Allen S.  

Matt c.  

JR R.  

Frank L.  

Min L.  

Chris L.  

Archie L.  

Laurent P.  

Doru T.  

Keith M.  

Konichiwa 

Bitches! 

HEEHEEHEE 

SEAN A.  DAVE S. 



This Month in SDTF History  

Scott Williford  
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15 Years Ago This Month -  July 1992  

 

MAJOR HEADLINES  

 

ĊSDTF Gets First USGO Winner!!Ċ 

 

Un- seeded John Kline of the SDTF de-

feated then top GLTA player Chris Staples 

of Miami in the final of the 1992 US Gay 

Open Men's singles open division. John beat 

the previous year's Champion Scott Fergu-

son in the first round 6 - 0, 6 - 4 and had a 

growing group of spectators each round 

as the tournament progressed. While Kline 

cruised through his rounds, Staples had a 

tough three - set match with Kerry Mitchell 

in the semi - final.  In the final, Kline still 

had some dazzling play to beat Staples 6 - 1, 

7- 6 and become San Diego's first USGO 

champ. Epilogue... John did rise to become 

the top GLTA player briefly that year when 

we won the San Diego Open, but chronic 

back injuries sidelined him after that and 

he was never active in the club again.  It 

was a mercurial gay tennis career, but a 

great addition to the club at that time.  

 

ĊFirst Gay Tennis Hall of Fame Started at 

USGOĊ 

 

The 1992 USGO banquet was the glitziest 

affair in its 25 year history. It took place 

at the St. Francis Hotel and highlighted the 

induction of the first two members of the 

gay tennis Hall of Fame. Two people were 

honored that night:  Les Balmain, the foun-

der of the San Francisco Club and the US 

Gay Open Tournament, and Scott Williford, 

who founded the GLTA in 1991. A long an all 

too teary acceptance speech was heard by 

all.  Unprintable excerpts appeared in the 

July 1992 Baselines newsletter but they will 

not be reproduced here...as they say:  

what happened in 1992, stays in 1992.  

 

ĊSDO VII; YouĈre Like ButterĊ 

Or Should I say "budda!" The Seventh an-

nual SDO had a record 295 entrants:  men 

and women who played at five sites around 

town. Tournament Director Doug Ford's 

"Bedrock Flintstones" logo design is visible 

behind Jim Winters, who did his best red 

carpet appearance at the trophy podium 

(see adjacent photo).  John Kline was the 

winner again and vaulted to the top GLTA 

player in the Open singles rankings.  Jon 

Chandler teamed with Kline to also win 

open doubles.  Brad Hasper won the B+ divi-

sion.  Yes, thatĈs right, "B+" was the precur-

sor to "A". Many people on the circuit that 

year felt that there had been an explosion 

of B players and there was too much dis-

parity from top to bottom in that division. 

It was short lived however; the B+ division 

soon gave way to the "A" division in 1993.  

The banquet at the Abbey on 5th Avenue was 

a hoot!  The Del Rubio Triplets (famous for 

appearing on the Pee Wee Herman Show and 

Golden Girls) came down from LA to per-

form for a packed venue. Three old ladies 

in mini skirts and gaudy blue eye shadow 

singing "WHIP IT! WHIP IT GOOD" was enough 

to bring down the house.  

 

ĊTennis Three-Way Goes East coastĊ 

 

The first ever "Atlantic Cup", designed 

after the California Cup, featured a  

three - way team match between Philadelphia, 

Washington DC and New York. Due  

to the "borrowed format" two SDTF'ers, 

Scott Williford and Jim Winters, were  

invited to be on hand in DC to help with the 

inaugural event. Philadelphia squeaked by 

19- 15- 14!  

The Del Rubio triplets  

Nabil n.  Jim W.  John k.  Chris S.  


