
Recently I got a call from SDTF member Ding Dizon requesting a challenge match.  Weôve 

know each for a while since he played on my Team Tennis team a few years ago.  But weôd 

never played and I have to admit that I knew little more about him than his name.  I gladly ac-

cepted the challenge, but knew I was in trouble after watching him play during a Team Tennis 

match.  Sure enough, he beat me easily.  Whew, I havenôt seen that much spin on a ball sinceé

well, never!  But the point is that I got to play someone new and got to know him a little better. 

There are a lot of ways for SDTF members to get to know each other and this issue features 

a few of them.  As most of us know, Team Tennis is in full swing (despite the unusual string of 

rainy weekends) and is bringing together players of all levels.  The aforementioned ladder began 

on February 18 and will continue through November.  Ladder Chair Jim Winters has some inter-

esting new rules to encourage more of us to participate.  I also interviewed our new Social Chair 

and found out that he has some fun activities planned.  Out of a great Federation come great 

friendships, so get involved! 

Greetings members!  Can you sense it?  

Spring is just around the corner and with it, 

the start of the tournament season.  This 

combined with Team Tennis and the start of 

the ladder, usually means new members 

joining our club and current members com-

ing out of winter hibernation to retool their 

tennis game. 

With all this tennis frenzy and the intro-

duction of new and familiar faces, I am 

looking forward to meeting new people, 

making new friends and reacquainting my-

self with veteran members.  I mean, I am 

somewhat realistic and know that Iôm not 

going to be BFF with everyone, but I like to 

get to know most  members and show inter-

est in their lives, even outside of tennis (yes, 

Iôve come to realize there is a world outside 

of tennis). 

By the way, before I forget, thanks to 

everyone for being so patient with Team 

Tennis.  The rainouts have been such a bum-

mer, but it looks like sunshine (knock on 

wood) for the rest of the season. 

I would also like to reminder everyone 

that the San Diego Open is just around the 

corner and we can use volunteers with all 

aspects of the event.  If youôre interested in 

volunteering, contact Jeffery Luff and Brian 

Wood via email (sdo@sdtf.org). 

One final thought, the recent passing of 

Alfredo ñFredò Victoria has made me really 

appreciate our tennis family and value the 

tight knit friendships formed within our 

club.  The response to his passing from the 

SDTF members was overwhelming and I 

want every member to know how much his 

family was so grateful and touched by your 

warm thoughts, prayers, and shared memo-

ries of Fredé.weôll miss you Fred. 

Till next issue, rememberéover the net 

and in the green box! 

 

Cheers, 

 

Allen Sanchez 
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Being Alive San Diego is a non-profit organization and service provider that 

assists those infected and affected by HIV/AIDS.  The organization began in 1989 

and currently assists over 3000 people annually.  Their mission is to deliver qual-

ity, compassionate services and to provide education and referral to those in need.  

Their programs and services include:  health and wellness, early education and 

prevention, medication support, as well as life skills training and support.  You can 

read more about these program and services at their web site:  www.beingalive.org 

In support of their mission, the SDTF donated $1,000 of its proceeds from the 

San Diego Open to Being Alive.  In appreciation of the donation, SDTF President 

Allen Sanchez received the following letter from the Being Alive Executive Direc-

tor Shannon Wagner: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank you and all of the members of 

the San Diego Tennis Federation for the thoughtful and generous gift to Being 

Alive San Diego.  Your continuing support is very important and most appreci-

ated.  Every contribution helps Being Alive to deliver quality, compassionate sup-

port services to San Diegans living with HIV and AIDS. 

All participants in and volunteers associated with the SDO should be proud of 

the part that you played in supporting this worthwhile organization.  The Board 

looks forward to continuing the tradition of assembling a first-rate tournament and 

raising money for another worthy cause this July 4th weekend.  Please contact any 

current SDTF Board member if you would like to assist with the planning/

execution of this yearôs SDO. 

Being AliveñTodd Linke 
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B A S E L I N E S  

Q: I spun my racket at the beginning of a match and my opponent called it correctly. 

Instead of choosing side or serve, he said, "I defer the choice to you." Can he do that? 

And if so, why would he do that? 

 

A:  Your opponent is allowed to do this. Most players think that winning the racket 

spin only allows a player to decide whether to serve or receive or to choose which side 

to begin play. However, there is one additional option: to make your opponent make 

the first choice. Strategy may play a part in why your opponent did this, but I can only 

speculate that he was trying to "psych you out." If someone does this to you in the fu-

ture, ask him why he did it after the match. 

 

Q: In my doubles match last week, my partner and I won the first set easily. Our oppo-

nents opted to change the sides from which they returned serve beginning in the sec-

ond set. I told them that once they started a match, they were unable to change sides, 

but they insisted that they were right. My partner and I lost in 3 sets. Who was right? 

 

A:  Your opponents were correct. Doubles partners must pick a side to return from and 

stick with it through the duration of one set. At the start of each new set, partners can 

switch sides with one another. It is a good strategy if both players feel as if they are 

returning poorly. It gives each player a different look at an opponent's serve. 

Stump the UmpñMatt Coin 
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Many years ago, the San Diego Tennis Federation was a group of friends that got together to share their love of 

tennis.  We had very little structure in the beginning; the Federation was more of a gathering place to play tennis, 

followed by lunch or something else fun.  It was in the early 1980ôs that we decided to add more structure to our 

newly formed club by starting our first ladder.  At first, the ladder was pyramid style and everyone that was a mem-

ber was on the ladder, regardless of their playing level. 

Tony Inga, our first ladder chair, used a creative system to promote the ladder.  Of course, we didnôt have the 

internet to keep everyone informed of matches, so each Sunday Tony brought out a wooden ladder with small tags 

that identified all of our members. At that point, players could set up challenges if they liked. It didnôt matter how far 

up the ladder a player challenged, since it was used more as a social event rather than a way to receive points for 

wins. 

As time passed and our club grew, we incorporated 3 pyramids, each of 21 players, at the A, B, and C levels.  At 

that point we instituted the rule to challenge up to 6 spots. The Federation also recognized the importance of compe-

tition and furthering oneôs own tennis skills through challenging each other.  Moreover, the SDTF wanted to begin 

honoring those players who had excelled to the top. It was at that time we created the Grand Prix point system.  This 

system was used not only for the ladder, but to assist in identifying the top players to play in special events (e.g. Cal 

Cup, Grand Prix Masters Tournament). 

As the club continues to grow and more events are offered, the Grand Prix Singles Ladder will continue to sup-

port old and new events by bringing them together in a cohesive and fair manner.  The ladder has personal benefits, 

too.  By participating on the ladder, you will get to play every style of tennis imaginable, which might ultimately 

make you a better tennis player.  Furthermore, you will get to know a lot of SDTF members whom you may not have 

otherwise met and hopefully make some new friends along the way.  You might even meet that one person that you 

wanted to go out with but didnôt have the courage to ask directly. We have had many relationships start out in this 

club! 

The SDTF web site is updated monthly with current standings and points that you have earned by playing chal-

lenges.  I have added a few incentives this year to get more players to challenge more often and higher on the ladder 

(see related article).  The more points you earn from challenges, the greater your chances of winning the cash prizes 

at the end of the year; these prizes will be larger than in years past.  This is one of the easiest ways to improve your 

game at no cost to you.  Give it a shot! You never know what might happen. 
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Challenge Ladder Has Long History of Bringing Players TogetherñJim Winters 

The Challenge Ladder, also known as the Grand Prix Singles Ladder, is a competitive hierarchy that was de-

signed to encourage both the social and competitive aspects of the game.  The purpose of this yearôs ladder is to pro-

mote activity and to reward those who work hard all year improving their game. Challenges can begin on February 

18th and will continue through November.  You can visit the Club Events drop-down menu of the SDTF web site to 

learn how to challenge and to view the current ladder standings. 

In addition to the usual rules, there are some important changes to this yearôs ladder.  In years past you could 

only challenge up 6 spots from your current position, but in 2008 you will be able to challenge up 12 spots from 

your position.  Our point system will be the same for any challenges up to the 10th spot on the ladder, with the chal-

lenger receiving 10 points for winning.  There are additional rewards if you challenge up 11 or 12 spots and win; in 

this case, the winning challenger will receive 20 bonus points (defaults will not be rewarded extra bonus points for 

position 11 or 12). 

There are also some changes to the reward system this year.  In the past, the top 3 finishers at the end of each 

trimester won a cash prize, but this year they will win extra bonus points.  The top 3 positions will have the option to 

challenge down 12 spots but only standard points will be rewarded.  If you are in position 1, 2, or 3 and challenge 

down to the 11th or 12th spot and loose your match, the winner will receive 20 bonus points and take your position on 

the ladder.  The top 3 point holders will receive cash awards at the annual holiday party.  As an incentive to play of-

ten and challenge higher, these cash awards will be larger than in years past. 

Changes to Challenge Ladder To Encourage More PlayñJim Winters 



The year was 1993 - SDTF was preparing to celebrate it's 10th anniversary - with a Party at Lips on 5th 
Avenue, and here are some excerpts from the February 1993 Baselines Newsletters: 
  

1993 Officers: President: Gary Fong, VP: Peter Cooper, Secretary: Kenn Baniqued, Treasurer: Doug Ford, 
Ladder: Jim Winters, Social: Dale Beaver, Membership: Brad Jennings 
  

Membership: 125 members 
  

Headlines:  

  

SAN DIEGO OPEN 8 Hosts Women's Summit : GLTA 
Commissioner Scott Williford announced that the San Diego 
Open would feature Women's Open and B/C divisions and 
Women's reps from around the circuit will meet in San Diego 
to discuss the future of the "L" in GLTA - plans for expanding 
the women's circuit of tournaments around the country. 
Scott and Paul Porcher will co-chair the SDO on July 4th 
weekend 1993 and the Men's D division will be added for the 
first time ever! 270 players are expected to enter.  

  

IN MEMORIAM : Sadly February 1993 was also one of the toughest months for SDTF members ever, as 
we remembered three players who passed away in December and January. Ed Tiedeman and Gary Lucek, 
both passed away from complications of AIDS and Chris Franklin died suddenly of a heart attack after re-
turning from a run one day. All were very much missed by the membership.  

  

TONGUES LICK ALL OPPOSITION : 
Team Tennis finished a short season, 
licking all the competition with a victory 
in  the  f ina ls .  Wi l l i fo rd  led 
the TONGUE'S over Winters' RUDE SIS-
TERS, 47 to 40. HOLES & POLES and 
SUSHI & THE BANSHEES finished in 3rd 
and 4th place during the regular season. 
The TONGUES' heroes were George 
Hamilton and Gary Taylor who beat Jim 
Winters and Brad Jennings 10-6 in the 
decisive match.  
  

SDTF BOWLATHON:  

The annual SDTF Bowlathon was an-
nounced at AZTEC BOWL for April 17. 
The goal is to raise money for the AIDS Food bank as San Diego Open 8's official charity recipient for 
1993. Get your friends to pledge 1 to 10 cents a pin - Mo MONEY MO MONEY MO MONEY is our goal... 
Also planned on the Social Calendar - a SYCUAN Casino Bingo Trip and BINGO NIGHT planned for May - 
both positioned as "totally legal kickback schemes for the club to make money for charity". Man - these 
1993 SDTFers really knew how to party!!!!  
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This Month in SDTF Historyñ15 Years Ago... 
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10th Anniversary at Lips  

One big happy family at Lips  


