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Dear SDTF Members, 
 
Well, itõs over.  The San Diego Open has 

come and goneéto those who took home the 
big prize ð congrats.  To those who didnõt 
(including myself) - there is always next year! 

 
So, moving ahead, the board is already busy 

planning for the rest of the year. 
 
But, before I start with club activities, Iõd 

first like to mention the PAWS Summer Sports 
Classic Tournament.  Itõs the 2nd annual tourna-
ment for this fine organization, so please partici-
pate or volunteer if you can.  Itõs a great event 
for a great cause.  Details can be found at 
www.summersportsclassic.com. 

 
As far as club events go, the fall has plenty 

of activities scheduled.  First off, the Cal Cup 
and Pac Cup Teams are already in the midst of 
tryouts and we should have the teams an-
nounced soon.  Good luck to all those trying to 
make the teams. 

 
In additional to Cal and Pac Cup, we are in 

the works of have another installment of Fall 
Team Tennis.  It was such a success last year and 

with several requests for its return, Todd Linke 
and George Biagi are returning as the Commis-
sioners to lead the event.  Please be on the look 
out for emails with all the information you need 
to get involved. 

 
One last eventéletõs not forget the Club 

Tournament.  This tournament is exclusive to 
SDTF members and always brings out fun and 
competitive matches amongst our players.  I 
canõt wait for it start.  Again, please be on the 
look out for an email regarding information and 
sign up info. 

 
Before I sign off, remember to keep your 

membership up to date.  Our club can only op-
erate thanks to your dues.  Please contact our 
Membership Chair, Rancy Breece, for any ques-
tions you may have regarding your membership 
status.  So, now that I sound like a KPBS dona-
tion drive, I think Iõll call it an article. 

 
Iõll see you on the courts and remember - 

òOver the net and in the big green boxó 
 

Cheers, 
 
Allen Sanchez 

The Prez SezéñAllen Sanchez 

What a great season itõs been for the SDTF!  Kudos to Todd Nelms and his legion of volunteers 
for showcasing the best the Federation has to offer with a superb San Diego Open.  The Open was 
not only a great tennis event, it raised thousands for this yearõs charity (details to follow in the next 
edition).  This edition features the SDOõs Federation winners and a re-cap of all the tournament 
events.  The Federation also helped facilitate donations to other charitable causes; read on to find out 
about our donation to last yearõs SDO charity and the new nets at the San Diego High School courts.  
Also featured is a complete re-cap of Frank Walt and Michael Caseõs amazing AIDS LifeCycle ride to 
raise money for HIV/AIDS funding.   

The Opening SetñTodd Linke 
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There are a lot of SDTF events going on and coming up.  As you ponder ways to get involved 
this summer and fall, remember that the SDTF is an organization that is both for and supported by 
its members.   With an annual membership of only $40, your annual renewal goes a long way, so 
please renew promptly.  Also, know that the SDTF is a volunteer organization that is here to provide 
opportunities to its members and serve the community.  Remember to say òthanksó to all those vol-
unteers who keep the Federation running.  And if you have any comments, suggestions, or concerns, 
you are welcome to contact any Board member and attend a Board meeting, held the second Thurs-
day of every month. 

Camp Laurel was the charity adopted by the San Diego Open in 2008.  Camp Laurel is commit-
ted to improving the lives of children living with HIV and AIDS.  Their programs strive to contrib-
ute to the development of each childõs self-esteem, self-awareness, and self-fulfillment.  The first 
camp of its kind in Southern California, it is free to all children across the country ages 6 ð 17.  It is 
estimated that there are over 25,000 children in the U.S. with HIV/AIDS, and over 600 recorded 
children in Los Angeles County alone.  Even with this daunting task, Camp Laurel has expanded its 
programs to include Baja California, Mexico.   

The San Diego Tennis Federation has now donated $400 to this worthy organization.  Although 
fund raising was very active during last yearõs SDO, in the end the tournament broke even.  Feeling 
that we did owe this charity consideration, the Board decided to use the proceeds from Spring Team 
Tennis to fund this donation.  Iõm sure you will agree that this was a worthwhile use of our funds. 

The Opening Set (continued)ñTodd Linke 

SDTF Donates to Camp LaurelñJim Wilson 

Membership (SDTF) Has Its PrivilegesñRancy Breece 

Your San Diego Tennis Federation membership not only supports a great club, itõs your ticket to a number of exclusive, members-
only activities. 

 
Your membership supports Friday Night Doubles and Sundayõs Promiscuous Doubles. It helps the SDTF communicate via Base-

lines - our bi-monthly newsletter ð through our email distribution list, and through our website. Your dues also helps fund our annual 
Holiday party and any number of fun and social activities throughout the year. 

 
As a member you can participate in member-only events ð team tennis (2 seasons!), the singles ladder, singles league, and club cham-

pionships. In addition, you can try out for and represent Federation teams ð Cal Cup and Pac Cup that compete against teams from other 
cities. 

 
Your dues, a modest $40, are a great bargain and go a long way to supporting activities that benefit you and everyone in the SDTF. 
 
Over the next few weeks weõll send notices for members whose renewals are due in August and September. Weõll also follow-up with 

folks whose memberships are past due to make sure that you want to be a part of the great community known as the San Diego Tennis 
Federation. 

 
Please respond quickly when you get your renewal notice and request for your annual dues. Youõll help us maintain and grow our 

great club and youõll ensure that can continue to participate in all of the exclusive activities youõve come to enjoy. 
 
Thanks! Weõll see you on the courts! 
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òThank Youó to Greater San Diego City Tennis CouncilñJim Wilson 

Are You on the Email List?ñTodd Linke 

Social UpdateñPete Mayers òOut and About Peteó 

For those of you who attend the Saturday clinics or Promiscuous Doubles on Sunday, or use the courts at San Diego High School 
for any reason, I know that you are aware of the frustration that the ratty net on Court 1 can cause.  Well, it is time to rejoice.  Thanks to 
a donated net from the Greater San Diego City Tennis Council, we now have a replacement for that net!  In fact, in case you did not 
know this, they were the ones responsible for replacing all the other nets on those courts several years ago.   So, if you run into a member 
of the Council, be sure to let them know how much we appreciate their generosity.  And I am sure that San Diego High School will ap-
preciate the new net also, since it is an expense they can now keep out of their budget.   

ôOut and About Peteõ here with a short but detailed update on the old social front.  First, I would like to congratulate Todd Nelms 
and all of his volunteers on a great SDO this year.  I not only enjoyed it very much but we got a great shirt, towel, and lots of other good-
ies for our $125.00!  The draw party went very well and I would like to add my particular thanks to all the helpers at it.  òThanks guys!ó  I 
think everyone had a good time, and I certainly enjoyed the ôTartsõ(tennis-n-darts) and ôCum & Shootõ basketball. We gave out lots of 
prizes and had fun doing it. 

Looking to the future, we have our annual Catalina Island Sailing trip coming up toward the end of July.  A total of 12 lucky guys/
gals get to sail to Catalina Island for a weekend of swimming, snorkeling, kayaking, hiking, or resting in the sun, and much more.  Soon 
after, on July 30th we have another ôNight at the Theaterõ where we meet up to have drinks before the show at our community theater, 
The Diversionary, then sit together for what is always a first-class performance. The next show is ôTwistõ (see emails for more info). 
Other social events in the ônot yet planedõ stage include are a Beach Party/BBQ, a road rally, some events with other gay organiza-

tions, and more!  You are always welcome to email me with other suggestions for social activities that you would like to see and help to 
organize.  Looking forward to seeing you on court and getting you off (court) for a social event or two. 

Board members regularly disseminate important tennis and social information about the SDTF via email.  If you are reading the print 
version of this newsletter, but didnõt receive it via the SDTF email service, then you probably are not signed up.  Not only are you missing 
out on this wonderful newsletter, you are not getting the most out of your SDTF membership because fun events may come and go with-
out you ever knowing about them.  Follow these steps to get signed up for the SDTF email service: 
 
1. Go to http://sdtf.org 
2. Click the òMembershipó drop down menu 
3. Choose òCurrent Membersó 
4. Click lists.sdtf.org/mailman/listinfo/sdtf-news near the center of the page 
5. Fill in the required information 
 
Itõs that easy!  If you are already subscribed to the email service, you may follow the above directions to send a message to the member-
ship.  Just remember:  the email service is not meant to be free business advertising or a hook up line.  Any message will be reviewed by 
Webmaster Todd Nguyen prior to being sent out.  If you are not sure if your emailõs content is appropriate for the email service, contact 
Todd Nguyen at webmaster@sdtf.org for assistance. 
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Upcoming Events 

2009 West Coast Tournaments* 
 
Vancouver International Pride August 1-3 
Rose City Open XVIII (Portland) September 5-7 
Centre Court Championships (LA) October 30-November 1 
Palm Springs Open  November 27-29 
 
*See www.glta.net or the òEvents Calendaró of the SDTF web site 
for a worldwide Tour Schedule 
 

Upcoming SDTF Events* 
 
Twist at Diversionary  July 30 
Fall Team Tennis   Register by August 30 
SDTF Club Championships August 23 & 30 (dates subject 
    to change) 
 
*Contact Social Chair Peter Mayers at social@sdtf.org if you are 
interested in learning more about the SDTFõs social events. 

http://sdtf.org
lists.sdtf.org/mailman/listinfo/sdtf-news
mailto:webmaster@sdtf.org
http://www.glta.net/
mailto:social@sdtf.org


Philip Garland and Michael Hubbard have been together for five years, thanks 
to a chance encounter at a local coffee house.  That fateful evening did more than 
spawn a new relationship; it brought together a formidable doubles team.  Philip 
had only played tennis socially in high school, while Michael had never played.  
Thanks to invitations to play from friends in the SDTF, the two are now members 
of the Federation and ready to elevate their game. 

For a while, Philip and Michael were content to play socially once a week with 
their Federation friends John Pritchard and Jere Halligan.  Their first competitive 
tournament in 2007 resulted in a first-round loss in Palm Springs and convinced 
Michael to take a few lessons at the Balboa Tennis Club.  They kept playing so-
cially, but didnõt join another tournament until this yearõs Long Beach Pride Dou-
bles.  All that playing time obviously paid off, as they walked away with a consola-
tion bobble head trophy.  The duo dropped only their first match in a close three-
setter, then swept their final three matches.  òWe were really jazzed about that,ó 
reflected Michael. 

Building on their success in Long Beach, Philip and took the San Diego Open 
by storm.  Watching their friends in last yearõs Open and enjoying the social aspect 
of the event spurred them on to become more involved this year. And did the ever!  
They took the D doubles championship in their first-ever SDO!  Now they plan to 
get involved in the Grand Prix singles ladder.  They know how important it is to 
play a variety of players if they want to improve their games.  They also enjoy 
watching the tennis channel and trying to put the channelõs tips into action on the 
court. 

Actually, Philip and Michael have already started to gain some more competi-
tive experience.  They both play at the 3.5 level as part of the USTA World Team 
Tennis program.  While they admit that they sometimes struggle against the more 
experienced players, they are having fun and enjoy the experience of playing 
against othersõ different styles.  They look forward to the Open to see where their 
games are, with the ultimate goal of moving up to the C level as soon as possible. 

Playing together seems to have brought their relationship into focus.  They each dabbled in other activities, like bowling and flag 
football, and Michael is currently active in òcross fitó training.  But Philip remarked that òtennis is our big activity.  We love the fact that 
we can play together.ó  They enjoy playing singles against each other, but find that they can become too competitive.  Just like that chance 
meeting at the coffee house, being on the same side of the net is where Philip and Michael really seem to click.   

Getting to Know Philip Garland and Michael HubbardñTodd Linke 

Stump the UmpñTodd Linke 

This issueõs scenario comes from recent experience when I was playing a challenge ladder 
match.  Forgetting the score is a pretty typical occurrence, no matter your age or perceived men-
tal capacity.  Opponents usually come to the net and either jointly figure out the score or agree to 
go back to the most recently remembered score.  But this time, my opponent and I made a bigger 
gaffe than simply forgetting the score.   

After a particularly long rally, my opponent collected two balls and served the next several 
points.  I broke his serve and was happy to be back on-serve at 2-3.  As we were sipping our wa-
ter in between games, we both realized that I had served the first game of the set and that we 
shouldnõt be switching after his serve.  We reluctantly admitted to each other that I shouldõve 
been serving the previous game.  In the spirit of good sportsmanship (and an unfortunate ignorance of the rule), we agreed to backtrack 
to the point before which the mistake was made.  My opponent ended up breaking my serve and I was behind 1-4.  Quite a turnaround.   
Ironically, this very scenario is addressed in the July issue of Tennis magazine (pg. 50).  They reference òThe Codeó, which is a USTA 

publication that is òThe playersõ guide for matches when officials are not present.ó  According to òThe Codeó, All points played in good 
faith stand.  The Tennis article also points out a USTA rule that says, if you had completed that game before noticing the error, the al-
tered serving order would stand for the rest of the match.  So in hindsight, the rule prescribes that I shouldõve been awarded the game 
and the next serve. 
With the tournament season in full swing, it might be a good idea to take a look at òThe Codeó.  It can be found using the key words 

òusta the codeó. 
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Philip Garland (left) and Michael Hubbard pause during a 

recent match at USD. 



First-time ALC Rider ReflectsñFrank Walt 

As I rode out of the Cow Palace in the misty fog, with both friends and strangers cheering as I pedaled by, I kept think-
ing to myself, "I cannot believe I'm actually doing this" and I smiled brightly.  Images of the rider-less bicycle at the Opening 
Ceremony reminded me of all of those who have passed and couldnõt ride.  That first day was very emotional and just the 
beginning of this unique journey. 

 I was happy to roll into Santa Cruz a few hours later, but at mile 75, I broke a Golden Rule of safety by riding two-
abreast as I spoke to a friend.  The ALC police impounded my bike overnight, and it was replaced by a big orange 
ticket.  With my tail between my legs, I found the "sheriff" and apologized and he returned my bicycle.  I had no other infrac-
tions for the remaining six days!  

At the end of each day of riding, my first task was to set up my tent along with the other 2000+ campers.  Unfortunately 
I ended up setting up the tent every night and breaking it down in the morning by myself.  My tent mate was good at one 
thing though, SNORING!!  Oh my, you can hear snoring in many tents each night.  After the second night, I was used to it 
and slept soundly.  

For the most part, this temporary Utopian community runs very smoothly.  I was amazed at how polite and helpful eve-
ryone was and by the roadiesõ daily operation of moving all of the gear, showers, food, tents, doctors, chiropractors, 
etc.  Each night we riders thanked the roadies profusely.  We couldn't do it without them and I know that it is just as reward-
ing to be a roadie as it is to be a rider. 

There are so many experiences to recall, but some of the special highlights for me were: receiving a handwritten thank 
you letter from a school child, the candlelight vigil on the beach, making new friends and cherishing old friends who helped 
me along the way.  I thank the friends who traveled to San Francisco to see me safely on my way and those who greeted me 
as I crossed the finish line.  Steven, David, Jenny & Lorenzo have been inspired to sign up for next year's ride.  My good 
buddy James Kotonias made the closing celebration truly memorable by meeting me at the finish line and adding some Cap-
tain Morgan to my Powerade!  He also had a beautifully engraved gift for me and helped me terrorize WeHo that night.  
Lastly, I have to thank my roommate, Wayne Douglas, for keeping a watchful eye out for my doggies while I was 
away.  Thank you for giving them love and keeping them safe!  You are a sweet man! 

I hope to see some of my SDTF buddies in the ALC ride next year!  You will reap many rewards while giving to the 
Community!!!  Thank you very much SDTF for all of the emotional support before, during and after the ride.  I was so pleas-
antly surprised to receive about fifty text messages of encouragement from you fine tennis players as I made my way from 
San Francisco to Los Angeles.  You have no idea how great that made me feel and gave me the strength to keep riding al-
though I was physically exhausted by Day 5. 

Most importantly, I have to thank the wonderful man who inspired me to ride this year and presented me with this ex-
perience.  Michael Thomas Case, you are a man of integrity and honor and I am a better man for having you in my life.  You 
are an inspiration to me and many other people.  You will be rewarded ten-fold for all of your good deeds that you consis-
tently lavish on everyone you know and especially for the kindness that you show to strangers!  The world is a better place 
with you in it! 
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The AIDS LifeCycle-8 from May 31-June 6 was an astounding success. Despite a grim economy, 2150 riders and 450 roadies 
completed the 7-day trek and raised $10.4 million dollars for the LA Gay-Lesbian Center and the SF Aids Foundation. We 
also raised public awareness regarding HIV education and prevention, provided support and remembrance for lost friends 
and family members, and celebrated the power of a community united. 
 
Day 1 ð We left San Francisco riding through dense fog and arrived 40 miles down the coast for glimmers of sunshine, where 
we had lunch at San Gregorio State Beach. The next 40 miles were relatively flat to sunny Santa Cruz for a night of camping 
at Harvey West Park.  
 
Day 2 ð This was a 108-mile ride from Santa Cruz, where we left the coastal shores and rode into the valley through central 
Salinas, past wineries and strawberry fields to San Lorenzo County Park in King City. 
 
Day 3 ð We rode the òQuad-Busteró, which some find a steep hill, oh my! After a fast decent down, we rode into Bradley, a 
small town of 120 people all with hearts of gold. Imagine seeing a large welcome banner and the children and adults wearing 
ALC t-shirts and rainbow pins. The 30-student school raised over $10,000 by holding a BBQ and selling pins, pens, and 
cards. We arrived at Mid-State Fairgrounds in Paso Robles after riding 64 miles for the day. 
 
Day 4 ð We climbed the Evil Twins to reach the half-way point to Los Angeles, the ultimate photo-op of the day. The 5-mile 
ride down at a 6-degree grade was fast and exciting. Later in the day the notorious Pit Stop 4 Crew prepared a skit, where the 
beefy boys dressed as flight attendants, strutted and worked their magic. (see reststop4.com or You Tube). After 94 miles we 
camped in windy Preisker Park, Santa Maria. 
 
Day 5 ð This was "Red-Dress" day sans anything red:  teachers, pirates, and more wearing red dresses, tutus, skirts, and 
nighties. Santa Maria to Lompoc was a 68-mile ride leaving the dusty fields behind and riding past famous Santa Barbara 
County wineries. Our lunch stop was Solvang, the CA's authentic Dutch haven. 
Day 6 ð Rain prevented most riders from leaving camp and prompted the CHP to stop the ride by 8:30 a.m., knowing the 
rain and thunderstorms, fog and the dangerous Gaviota Pass were too risky. All riders, roadies and our bikes were bused to 
Ventura throughout the day. The weather cleared at San Buenaventura State Beach, where we held a candlelight vigil on the 
beach. 
 
Day 7 ð During the last night in camp the notorious "Chicken Lady" left a plastic colored egg on every bike with a note 
thanking and praising every rider. The ride from Ventura to LA, a quick 62 miles, finished at the Veteran's Memorial 
Grounds in Westwood for the Closing Ceremony where we were greeted by friends and family. 
 
Iõd like to thank SDTF members for the financial support and encouragement while I completed my fourth ride during the 
past five years. I know I will ride again, soon! Allow me to share the mantra of the event, "Some ride every mile while others 
ride every mile they could" all to bring an end to HIV/AIDS. This ride is transformative and truly an event of a lifetime. If 
you have any interest in the riding 7 days from SF to LA, go for it! You too will enjoy the physical and emotional joy pushing 
your limits beyond your wildest expectations surrounded by a safe and loving community of riders and roadies from 18 to 78 
years of age.  

ALC Raises Money, AwarenessñMichael Case 
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Tournament RoundupñTodd Linke 

Long Beach Pride Doubles 7 ς May 16-17 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Players highlighted in red are SDTF members. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

San Diego Open ς July 3-5 
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Division Finalist Winner 

A Ralph Nunley/Ricco Romero Brad Hasper/Frank January 

B Don Christie/Patrick Pranslip Kenn Baniqued/Robert Voces 

C George Biagi/Chris Rasmussen Gaetan Barthelemy/Warren Mead 

D Eddie Chittasavee/Sastra Kit David Condra/Ryan Macdonald 

Division Finalist Winner 

Open singles James Dao Scott Crabtree 

A singles Jordan Mailiwanag Seth Makechnie 

B singles Christopher Freeman Wil Contreras 

C singles Linda Perine Peter Dang 

D singles Roy Fenn Sastra Kit 

   

Division Finalist Winner 

Open doubles Vince Riveroll/John Whitney Scott Crabtree/Jose Sambas 

A doubles Brad Hasper/Dave Sheehan Sean Murphy/Spencer Sam 

B doubles Godang Rajagukguk/Marc Uy Raul Herrera/Minh Pham 

C doubles Luke Camarillo/Steven Heath Kevin Barton/Ricardo Espinoza 

D doubles Emanueal Buckley/Steve Wroten Philip Garland/Michael Hubbard 

A winners Brad Hasper (left) and Frank 

January power down some carbs between 

matches. 

D bobble head winners Philip 

Garland (upper right) and Mi-

chael Hubbard (lower left) relax 

with friend John Pritchard. 

Proudly displaying their 

B championship cobalt 

blue vases are Rob Vo-

ces (left) and Kenn 

Baniqued. 

Michael Hubbard (left) and 

Philip Garland proudly dis-

play their D doubles trophies. 

No one will miss this trio:  C dou-

bles winners Kevin Barton (left) and 

Ricco Espinoza (left) pose with C 

singles finalist Linda Perine. 

B singles winner Wil 

Contreras tries to serve out a 

tough championship match 

against both his opponent 

and cramps. 

Scott Crabtree (the tall one) congratu-

lates his opponent after a tough open 

championship match. 


