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The good news just keeps rollinõ in!  Although the year is winding down and most tennis 

events are coming to a close, there is so much to report in this issue.  First and foremost, 

congratulations goes out to our Pac Cup team that traveled back from Vancouver with a little 

more weight in their luggage.  The same goes for Brian Woolford and Vince Travaglione, who 

came back a little heavier from the OUTgames in Europe.  This issue also features other 

more local winners, including our club championships and local tournaments. 

Letõs not forget our clubõs other mission of contributing to worthy causes within the 

GLBT community.  This yearõs AIDS Walk featured an SDTF team that was a bit of a late 

bloomer but was still proud as we raised money and walked through Balboa Park.  Thanks to 

our hard working Veep, Brian Wood, weõve had a super successful fundraising year, which 

will benefit organizations such as PAWS and The Centerõs youth housing effort.  Although 

time marches on and it seems that the year might slip away, we have a lot to look back and 

be satisfied with from 2009. 
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Dear STDF Friends, 

 

Fall is here but lucky for us in San 

Diego, itõs not the end of the tennis seasoné 

thatõs why we live here, right? 

 

So, first and foremost, the news of the 

moment is Pac Cup.  Congratulations to 

Team San Diego for successfully defending 

the title.  Yes, if you havenõt already heard, 

our team travelled up to Vancouver, BC, 

Canada and won the title for the second 

year in a row.  Details will be featured in this 

article.  One thing I would like to point out is 

that in the eight years that the Pac Cup com-

petition has taken place, Team San Diego 

has now held the title 4 times, more than 

any other team (with SF holding it 3x and LA 

1x).  So a big applause goes out to the Pac 

Cup players, captains, and coaches.  Thanks 

for doing us proud. 

 

Iõd also like to mention that Fall Team 

Tennis is in full swing.  Thanks to George 

Biagi and Todd Linke for organizing this in-

stallment.  If you didnõt sign up, there is no 

need to freté you can wait just a few short 

months, when Spring Team Tennis starts up.  

Good luck to all the teams. 

 

 

Looking ahead, there arenõt many or-

ganized club events left for the year.  The 

singles ladder is coming to a close, with a 

tight race for both points and ladder posi-

tion.  The results will be announced at the 

annual holiday party.  Speaking of the holi-

day party, Peter Mayers, our Social Chair, 

has been busy finding just the right location 

for this yearõs festivities.  So make sure to 

be on the look out for the announcement. 

 

Also, the closing of the year means that 

the yearly club elections for the SDTF Board 

and Club Awards are just around the corner, 

so start considering whether youõd like to 

run for next yearõs Board or start thinking of 

those club members who deserve recogni-

tion for 2009.   

 

Thatõs it for now.  Remember, over the 

net and in the big green box. 

 

Cheers, 

 

Allen Sanchez 
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Congratulations and òThank You!ó to this yearõs AIDS Walk Team from the SDTF.  With a last minute push, we 

formed a team and were able to carry one of the coveted yellow shoe placards proudly bearing the San Diego Tennis 

Federation name.  More importantly we raised over $1200 and showed San Diego that the SDTF supports this worthy 

cause.  The walkers showed up early to nibble on bagels and bananas provided by Walk Co-Coordinators Todd Linke and 

Peter Mayers.  They then set off on the 5-k walk along 6th Avenue, University Avenue, Park Boulevard, and finally 

through beautiful Balboa Park.  The morning started in a thick, gray fog but the sun proudly shown through by walkõs 

end, a fitting metaphor for the fight against HIV/AIDS. 

 

Here are the 2009 AIDS Walk SDTF Team members: 

 

Matt Bradford 

Rancy Breece 

Ricco Espinoza 

David Fenlason 

Todd Linke 

Brian Jensen 

Peter Mayers 

Todd Nguyen 

Allen Sanchez 

Doru Tifui 

Francisco Ulloa 

Bradley Whitehead 

Lee Wolfe 

 

And to all of the SDTF members who contributed financially to our walk team, thanks for your support. 
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Vancouver, BC Canada ð For the fourth time it its eight year history, the Pacific Cup was won by the San Diego Tennis 

Federation.  San Diego won the Cup September 12th-13th, in dramatic fashion for the second year in a row after defeat-

ing Seattle in the tiebreak scenario based on the percentage of total games won.  San Diego and Seattle both tied with 

18 match wins over the weekend, but Team San Diego defended its 2008 championship after it was determined that 

San Diego won 58.6% of their games while Seattle won 56.9% of the games they played.   

 

Six teams from the North American Pacific Coast competed at the annual event hosted by the Vancouver Tennis Asso-

ciation:  Los Angeles, San Diego, San Francisco, Seattle, Palm Springs, and Vancouver.  The weekend tournament fea-

tures members from the six city'sõ clubs who play 12 singles matches and 12 doubles matches.   

 

The San Diego Pac Cup team was represented by:  Bradley Blose, Junior Buendia, George Byrd (Co-Captain), Tom De 

Blois, Ding Dizon, Ricco Espinoza, Scott Guiltner, Frank January (Captain), James Kotonias, Keith Millard, James Phir-

man, Chris Rasmussen, Jerry Sabio (Co-Captain), Allen Sanchez (Assistant Coach), Carlo Santilla, Jon Tyler (Alternate), 

Jerome Van Amburg, David Weber, and Brian Wood (Alternate and Assistant Coach).  

 

San Diego showed they were ready to defend their title as they raced off to an early lead on Saturday by winning 10 of 

12 singles matches.  After the first day of competition the score was San Diego 10; Seattle 8; Los Angeles 7; Vancouver 

6; San Francisco 3, and Palm Springs 2.   

 

San Diego stretched its lead in the afternoon on Sunday.  As the other teams fell out of contention it was clear that ei-

ther San Diego or Seattle would take home the prize. San Diego led Seattle by a score of 17 to 13.  With 5 matches re-

maining, Seattle needed to win all of them and also hope for San Diego to lose 1 of their final 4 matches.  After winning 

two critical head-to-head matches against San Diego, Seattle trailed with 16 points to San Diegoõs 17. San Diego had 

one match remaining; Seattle had two.  

 

San Diegoõs hopes of winning in 2009 would come down to James Kotonias and James Phirman, who were playing in 

their first Pac Cup event.  The Jameses would have to win their match to guarantee that San Diego would be a player in 

any tiebreak scenario.  Assistant Coach, Brian Wood, kept the Jameses focused on only the match while they played like 

true veterans.  The duo closed out the Palm Springs team by winning 7-5, 6-2.   

 

Seattle finished the second day by winning 10 of 12 doubles matches, forcing a tie break scenario of the highest per-

centage of games won to determine the 2009 Pac Cup champion.  

Pacific Cup 2009 final standings: 

 

  

It was difficult for the team to name a single player who stood out as the most valuable on the team in 2009.  However, 

a few performances were recognized as outstanding:   

Scott Guiltner coming back from 0-4 deficit in the first set to win 13 of 17 games and his singles match. 

David Weber for coming back from a set and two breaks down in the second set to win the second and third sets in his 

singles match. 

Chris Rasmussen for dominating in his singles match 6-0, 6-0. 

James Kotonias and James Phirman for winning the 18th match that gave San Diego the point they needed to secure 

the tie with Seattle. 

 

The SDTF will seek to be the first club in history to win the Pac Cup three times in a row when they host Pac Cup 2010.  
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TEAM POINTS % of GAMES WON 

San Diego 18 58.6 

Seattle 18 56.9 

Los Angeles 14  

Vancouver 12  

San Francisco 8  

Palm Springs 2  


