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CONTRIBUTE TO YOUR
NEWSLETTER!

BASELINES is your newsletter - help make it happen!
Send articles, letters, gossip, lurid stories, pictures,
and graphics to Rancy at sdtf2001@hotmail.com by
the 15th of each month.  You can also call (619) 543-

1370, see Rancy (or any board member for that
matter!), or submit via our post office box.

T ell the hunk that you’ve been chasing for the last three months that 
you have to postpone your date until Saturday night. Friday night is 

booked. 
Did some friends ask you to attend a White Party on Friday night with the 
nation’s hottest DJ’s and even hotter men? Forget it! You’ve got something 
even better to do 
You’re going to San Diego’s most popular event – you’re going to Friday 
Night Doubles at the Balboa Tennis Club with the San Diego Tennis Fed-
eration. It just doesn’t get any better than that. 
Friday Night Doubles, one of the Federation’s most popular events, is THE 
place to be. Ever since it moved from Thursdays to Fridays in February of 
last year, this popular “social” event has grown in popularity. 
“It’s a Friday night.  People are enjoying themselves. There’s no pressure, 
it’s about having a good time,” says Bryan Lepree, Membership Chair. “It’s 
definitely the people that make it successful.” 
So successful, that as a matter of course upwards of forty people attend on a 
regular basis. Between the time organizers start signing people up at 6:30 
and the time they send them out on the courts at 7:00, it’s a chance to so-
cialize, catch up on the latest gossip, get first hand information about 
what’s happening with the club. 
Don Weston says, “I like the friendliness of the group, and the willingness 
of everyone to play with others of a different level.” 
How friendly? Well, Ken Baniqued says that he heard that it’s a good place 
to find a new husband. Then again, he’s married, so maybe it’s also a good 
way to… oh never mind, we won’t go there! 
Every Friday, SDTF “takes over” the BTC, utilizing 10 courts or more until 
the lights go out at 9:00. “Much of this wouldn’t be possible without the 
cooperation of the good folks behind the reservation desk on Friday nights. 
Don and Jeff and the rest of the BTC need to be acknowledged for being so 
accommodating,” says El Presidente, Arthur Pugeda. 
Friday Night Doubles gives people not only a chance to meet and play 
(tennis) with each other, intermixing levels helps people improve. “I like 
the ability to improve my game on Fridays, and I like the people,” declares 
Steve Nelson. “This is a nice group of guys!” 

Friday Night Doubles – San Diego’s 
latest hotspot 
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July Birthdays! 
Mark McDonough         July 5 
Ed Carter                        July 7 
Sidney Shiroma              July 9 
Jonathan Wittenhall      July 11 
Trini Banuelos                July 20 
Ken Pomeroy                 July 22 
Jim McMillan                  July 23 
Robert McNeely             July 26 
Andre Lalias                   July 28 
Doug Baker           July 29 

Welcome to new members 

Ed Carter 
Ernesto Gervacio 
Carrie Register 

Ed Santilla 
Bob Walton 

 
 

Player Profile – Romeo Matias 
One more ball back 

“It’s the people. That’s what keeps me coming out and playing. I get a little emotional when I think of all 
the people who have been involved with the Federation, when I think of all the people who have come and 
gone. The Scotts, the Jims, the Dans and others. - all the people who have given to the club. It’s these peo-
ple who have helped create an organization where gay people can come and play tennis. Putting this to-
gether for 18 years is really a big deal. And then I get a kick out of seeing the new people come out to play 
and learn, get involved and perpetuate the club.” 

W hen you first see him across the net you notice that his mobility is limited. That he has a good relationship with his refrigera-
tor. You think, “This should be an easy match, all I have to do is hit a few winners and it’s a done deal!” 

You smack a first serve hard to his backhand, figuring that it will scream past him for an ace. You are surprised when your serve 
comes back at you, angled and deep, and you have to take a few quick steps to just get your racket on it. You send a shot wide to his 
forehand. He’s anticipated the shot and from deep in the court manages to get the ball back. And so it goes all match long. You crack 
off winner after winner, expecting to see your shots sailing past, see him stumble and grasping for breath.  But somehow he manages 
to get one more ball back across the net, point after point, game after game. At the end of the match it’s you who are gasping, strug-
gling to get to balls. It’s Romeo who takes match point as he gets the ball back, one more time. 
Mantra: His is “One more ball back.” And he is a good as his word – always striving during his game to get his racket on a shot and 
get it back over the net. 
Mini biography: Born in Portsmouth, Virginia. At two he moved to San Diego when his father, who 
was in the Navy was transferred. He’s the second child in his family, has an older sister, two half-
sisters and a half-brother. Graduated from Kearney High and San Diego State. 
Vocation: He’s a web content editor for a financial services firm downtown, a position that he’s held 
since early last fall. Prior to that he worked for 15 years as a circulation manager for the San Diego 
Union-Tribune. 
Martial Status: Happily married to Jorge who also plays with the Federation. The two met while play-
ing volleyball together at Morley Field. 
Love Affair With Tennis: Began during the summer between 9th and 10th grades in school. A coach 
from the high school recruited Romeo and a number of other boys to play and train for tennis. 
Love Affair with the SDTF: Started in 1994 when he showed up for a couple of months at the Sunday 
socials at City College. Left but came back a year later. Scott Williford recruited him to play for the 
Federation’s 1995 Cal Cup team. Won his debut match 4 and 4, and he’s been playing and winning 
consistently with the SDTF ever since. 
Tennis Mentors: Include those SDTFers who taught him (subtly of course) the finer points of the 
game – Scott Williford, Dan Garza, and Jeff Griffith. From Scott he learned to be consistent and de 

Player Profile – continued page 4   

Romeo, at age 6 
prays for a decent 
backhand….. 

...30 years later he finally 
gets one! 
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Player Profile – continued from page 3 
velop the frame of mind to wear down his opponent. Dan taught him how 
simple tennis strokes could be and to use the other player’s pace. Jeff 
Griffith, a former Federation member and a sparring partner “taught me to 
work hard on every point and not give up, to go for the ball no matter 
what.” 
Sexiest Male Tennis Player: Jorge, of course. 
Most Memorable Match: The semi-finals of the San Diego Open in 
1996, Open division. He faced the #1 seed after beating 3 other seeds. The 
crowd was really into it, he recalls, oohing and aahing at every winner, 
moaning and groaning at every lost point. “Sounded like a group orgasm” 
he quips. the thrill of victory but to the joy of defeat and the humbling pride 
that goes along with it, “So long as you give your all on the court, win or 
lose, it’s something to be proud of,” he observes. 
Reasons To Be Proud: Has won club singles titles two times; won the 
LA tournament Open doubles title with Jimmy Graves in 1996 and the San 
Diego Open, doubles (Open division) title with Aaron Pratt in 1999. Played 
numerous doubles matches with Marcel Tengco, facing the GLTA #1 
ranked doubles teams on numerous occasions and beating them every time. 
Other Avocations: Volleyball, volleyball and more volleyball. Just can’t 
seem to get enough volleyball – plays with the local gay volleyball league, 
plays and organizes tournaments.  
Playing With Injuries: Years of tennis and volleyball (especially volley-
ball) have take their toll on Romeo’s knees. Last fall he had to have exten-
sive surgery to repair the damage. Although he’s still recovering and limits 
his mobility, it doesn’t dampen his enthusiasm for either game. He’s still 
out on either court, getting the ball back one more time. 
Father Knows Best: He’s known for his teaching/coaching/mentoring; 
his devotion to giving back to others what he’s gotten. He can often be 
found giving impromptu lessons to others, coaching and encouraging them. 
He’s also a calming influence a fledgling player who starts to take the game 
too seriously and get down on themselves. 
Watch him coach Jorge or friends like Chris, Min, and Alfonso you’re re-
minded also of the Little League father/coach. He’s got tips and observa-
tions for them during changeovers. 
Of course fatherhood does come with a price, generally in the form of 
good-natured jibes from the “kids.” “He’s very supportive as long as you do 
what he tells you to do!” quips one of Romeo’s prodigy during a recent af-
ter match get-together. 

A new feature! Every month an SDTF 
“Pro” shares  a tennis tip that will help 
improve your game. 

RECEIVING SERVICE  
By Aunt Janis – aka Jim Frailey 

Because of the faster pace of 
serves as compared to normal 
groundstokes, early prepara-
tion is essential.  Stand with 
racquet facing the server with 
your knees slightly bent.  Try 
to anticipate where ball is 

coming by watching the toss of the server.  By 
the time the serve crosses the net, your shoulders 
should be turned in preparation for the re-
turn.  Keep your backswing short especially on 
first serves since you won't have time to make a 
big loopy backswing and still hit the ball out in 
front of your body.  When receiving, get down 
and stay down.  Sound familiar? 
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BASELINES
Ad Space

Free To SDTF
Members!

D o you have an
announcem ent,

business or service
you’d like others to

know  about?
C ontact R ancy,

editor, to place a free
advertisem ent in

Baselines!

Have Your Own Dot Com Business!

Log on to
www.ctd.cc/freedom1903

Sign up for FREE
Health/Business Newsletter

Not on-line?
Call Dale Beaver
(619) 231-4463

Allied Roes 
171 Industrial Way 
Brisbane, CA 94005 

(416( 468-7900 
A proud sponsor of 

San Diego Open 
XVI 

A proud sponsor of San 
Diego Open XVI 

GoldenGolden
RacketRacket
AwardAward

T his month’s Golden 
Racket Award goes to 

Don Green.  
What? Never heard of Don? 
Can’t find him on the SDTF 
roster? Then just take a peek 
behind the window at the res-
ervation desk at the Balboa 
Tennis Club. 
That tall, thin, good-looking 
guy with the mustache, base-
ball cap and glasses – that’s 
Don! Patient, kind, accommo-

dating - that’s Don! The guy who takes reserva-
tions and hands out court slips with courtliness, 
who’s polite and gentle and never snaps even in 
the face of chaos, confusion and surly BTC pa-
trons – that’s Don. 
The man with an ever-present smile and a twinkle 
in his eye– that’s Don! The saint who is sometimes 
the only one that stands between the SDTF and 
disaster at Friday Night Doubles, who always finds 
us an extra court, an often overlooks those non-
BTC members who don’t pay day-use fees – that’s 
Don! 
The man who plays mah-jongg and solitaire on the 
computer between customers – that’s Don! The 
fierce singles player and dynamic doubles partner 
with a serve that’ll rip a new hole in your racket – 
that’s Don! 
So Don, here’s to you! For all you do for us and 
the Federation, for all your support, your consid-
eration, your patience, we salute you. Thank you 
for everything! 

F or weeks, months, 
even years now 

you’ve admired ‘em from 
afar. Then maybe you’ve 
had the chance to admire 
them up close and per-
sonal, who’s to tell? 
You’ve grown enchanted 
with their shapely 
beauty, the way they 
peep demurely our from 
under tennis shorts. 
Their corded muscles 
cause you to sigh. It’s 
almost too much to 
watch ‘em bend and 
scamper across the court 
or rest in repose on the bench next to you. Sleek, frosted with down, or 
thick with hair – it doesn’t matter, they all entice. 
Now’s your chance to pay homage to these well-shaped appendages. Vote 
for your favorite pair!  
Baselines announces the first ever (at least as far the editor knows) Sexiest 
Legs in the Federation contest! 
Send an e-mail to sdtf2001@hotmail.com by July 15th and tell us who you 
think has the sexiest legs. We’re talking about Federation members, so that 
narrows the field down somewhat. So, after careful consideration and con-
templating the merits of each candidate, just send us an e-mail. 
The winner, i.e. the person whose legs get the most mentions, will be an-
nounced in the August edition of Baselines and (hopefully) and picture of 
the revered legs will appear as well. 
Want to make it really interesting? Along with your selection, tell us in 15 
words or less why you believe the recipient deserves the honor. Space per-
mitting, we’ll print the comments (anonymously, of course). 
One SDTFer suggested that we focus on a different body part each month. 
And your esteemed editors feels that if everyone handles this contest like 
the mature adults you all are, we can move on up the body and give other 
features their due. Oh, and stuffing the ballot box is permitted, and in the 
case of a tie, the editor reserves the right to perform a close up inspection 
of the winners and make a final determination. 

Who’s got the sexiest legs in the 
SDTF? Special contest aims to find 
most out-standing pair! 

A few SDTFers model their wares in 
preparation for the “Sexiest Legs” con-
test. Check these and any others you 
find gracing SDTF events, then vote for 
your favorites! 



Rainbow Award – continued from page 1 
President. “His knowledge of information technology makes the club more  
accessible to everyone. The format and layouts of the web site are easy to 
access and fun to read.  His role as the Web Chair fits him well - the Fed-
eration is deeply appreciative of his contributions.” 
The Federation’s site, sdtf.org, was nominated for the Rainbow Award be-
cause of Andre’s dynamic use of content and graphics. Every page is filled 
with important information, relevant graphics, and an abundance of pic-
tures – pictures that with their thousand words eloquently convey the 
warmth and spirit of the Federation. Additionally, Andre provides dozens 
of links to other Gay and Lesbian Tennis Associations and other organiza-
tions. 
Archives highlight SDTF history 
A highlight of the sdtf.org is the archives. Not only has Andre begun a thor-
ough history of the SDTF, he has contacted other gay and lesbian tennis 
clubs throughout the world and provided brief histories of those clubs at the 
Federation’s site. The histories, a project close to Andre’s heart, are draw-
ing interest from other clubs and even more interest in the site. 
Andre also is the web designer for San Diego Hoops, the gay and lesbian 
basketball league. The Federation’s site has also recently been nominated 
for a Pride Award, another citation given for excellence in gay and lesbian 
oriented web sites. 
Learning experience 
"When I took over the SDTF website, I knew nothing about web design,” 
says Andre. I am a graphic designer by profession, so adapting my skills to 
designing for the net, although expensive, has been pretty smooth, and I am 
pleased with my progress. I would like to thank Jimmy Graves for getting 
me started (FYI, it was Jimmy who took on the task of  creating the website 
from its infancy). My goal was to design a site that looks like a tennis site, 
wasn't screaming of gayness, and would be the best site in the GLTA. After 
seeing all the other sites, I think I've accomplished that. 
“The site is growing daily. I am constantly adding new items. My main fo-
cus recently has been the Archives section.  Scott Williford had amassed 
over the years quite a bunch of goodies from various activities, and turned 
them over to me recently. It's been very ‘nostalgic’ going through all those 
items especially the photographs, because I was there when the SDTF got 
started.  I was living in SF, but I participated in the 1st SD Open, and the 
1st Cal Cup.  A lot of tennis players are still around playing and quite a few 
have passed on, and yet we still have all those photographs to remind us of 
their vitality.  And then there are those "very youthful" pictures of some 
now-old hags. 
Future plans 
“Some of the other items I am planning are: a secure site (password pro-
tected), where our updated ladder and phone list will reside; the ability to 
pay for our various events by credit card through the site (and eliminate 
mailing checks); Member bios (for those who volunteer for it); finding 
ways to make money from our website (perhaps through some advertising, 
although this will need board approval); and eventually a online community 
(chat rooms).  So stay tuned!” 

The Sports Authority 
8550 Rio San Diego 

Drive 
San Diego, CA 92108 

(619) 297-1682 
A proud sponsor of San 

Diego Open XVI 

Corte Furniture 
Rental 

7480 Miramar Road 
San Diego, CA 

92126 
(858) 549-0800 

A proud sponsor of the San Diego Open XVI 
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W alk through the front door of Ray’s and it’s 
like walking in the front door of someone’s 

living room. 
Except that this isn’t a family living room, it’s Ray’s 
Tennis Shop. And if it seems that you’ve walked into 
a family’s living room, it’s because this is a family-
owned business, and everyone in the Ray family is 
involved.  
Mom, Hiroko Ray, rules the roost She’s always be-
hind the front counter and always at her stringing 
machine, always the first to greet you.  Dad, Bob 
Ray, oversees things in general but knows when he’s 
got a winning team on the floor and let’s them have 
at it.  Roger, the son,  prices and stocks, looks after the 
everyday details while daugheter  Sophia helps cus-
tomers. Family friend, Kinuyo, helps keep Hiroko on 
track, beginning the racket threading process. 
Hiroko has been stringing rackets for the last 32 years. 
She began when she and Bob opened the pro shop at Morley Field; she ran the shop while Bob gave lessons. Now, with over 21 
years at their “new” location on University Avenue in Hillcrest, business is booming bigger than a Pete Sampras serve. 
Hiroko is the most visible person at Ray’s and to many SDTFers her name is synonymous with Ray’s. Hiroko’s relationship with 
the SDTF began when Joe Arnold, one of the Federation’s founding fathers began frequenting Rays. Hiroko recalls. “I said to my-
self, ‘Who is this good looking man?’ and then he began bringing in other good looking men. All of them were polite, friendly…I 
knew they weren’t coming in to flirt with me, I’m too old! Then I started wondering about it…” 
Out of her relationship with Joe and other SDTFers who frequented the shop, the business relationship turned into friendship. “The 
nice thing about this business is that we’ve become good friends,” Hiroko says. “I really appreciate the friendship I’ve gotten from 
the people in the Federation.” 
This friendship has blossomed into a mutual admiration society. Going to Ray’s has become a rite of passage for members of the 
SDTF, and Hiroko and Bob are enthusiastic SDTF supporters. For this year’s San Diego Open, as they have for all Opens they do-
nated generously – gift baskets, rackets, clothing, shoes – you name it, if it’s graced the sales floor of Ray’s, it’s probably been do-
nated to the Federation. 
Friendship and generosity are only a part of the story. Hiroko’s razor-sharp memory and her ability to work with her customers are 
legendary. 
Walk into Ray’s – even after an absence of years – and she’ll great you as enthusiastically as if you had just been in yesterday. 
She’s got an inexhaustible memory, an amazing accurate database of tennis facts and figures surrounding you and your game. It’s 
all wrapped in a petite frame with lively features and deeply intelligent eyes.  
Everyone who walks into Ray’s feels as if they are part of the family. “Her ability to related to people at a very human level is phe-
nomenal,” observers her daughter Sophia. “It doesn’t mater what race or nationality or how wealthy you are, she still is able to re-
late to you.” 
Hiroko grew up in Japan, marrying Bob after a whirlwind courtship. She’ll claim that she married Bob because she no longer 
wanted to work for her as an underpaid bookkeeper, that his last name was easy to pronounce, that his pay as a Navy man was a 
princely sum. Bob gave her tennis lessons when the two were courting but that stopped when they got married. “I didn’t want any-
one telling me what to do anymore.” 
She works seven days a week. There’s always a stack of rackets waiting to be strung. Her fingers are a blur as she weaves the 
string through the frame and using the clamps to pull it taut. Her hands hardly seem to leave that work as she answers a phone, 
rings up a sale, pulls a racket from the wall behind her. All the while, her banter continues non-stop. So, what does she do besides 
mind the store and string rackets?     
“Oh, I have a life!” Hiroko claims much to the disbelief of the customers streaming through the shop.  “I go home and rest, have a 
little wine.” Then there’s the quick, overnight trips to Vegas to do a little gambling, blow off steam. 
It’s Ray’s and her customers that matter most of all. “I get paid by customer appreciation, that’s number one,” she exclaims with 
an enthusiastic smile. Perhaps it’s the customer appreciation (and adulation) that keeps her at it 7 days a week for as long as any-
one can remember. “I’m 57 but I feel like I’m 29!” 
And that’s Hiroko, forever young and enthusiastic. “I don’t care if people like me or hate me, just as long as they remember me,” 
she says, that youthful exuberance shining through.  
There’s no doubt on which side of the equation that members of the Federation stand, and no doubt that she, like everyone at Ray’s 
will be remembered, will always be a part of the Federation family. 

Ray’s  - A family business and part of the SDTF 
family 

The Ray family takes a moment to smile for the camera and 
say “Ace!” From left: Roger, Bob, Sophia , Kinuyo and Hiroko 
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Washington Mutual
Sheryl L. Low
Personal Financial Representative

3800 5th Avenue phone: 619.296.8885
San Diego, CA 92103 fax: 619.299.9518

A proud 
sponsor of the 
San Diego 
Open XVI 

INCOME 
 
Contributions                                   620.00 
Membership Dues                             45.00 
SDO Income                                 3,680.00 
Team Tennis                                   -255.01 
 
TOTAL INCOME                   $ 4,189.99 
 
EXPENDITURES 
 
Club Activities                                143.28 
Friday Night Doubles                        69.40 
Newsletter Printing                          210.13 
SDO Expense                                    49.15 
 
TOTAL EXPENDITURES    $    471.96 
 
OVERALL TOTAL                $ 3,718.03 

600 University Avenue • San Diego, CA
(619) 260-0881

Open 7 days a week
Monday - Friday 11 AM - 9:30 PM
Saturday 11:30 - AM - 9:30 PM
Sun day 11:30 AM - 9: PM

A Proud Sponsor of  San Diego Open XVI

Japanese Delicacies

1436 University Avenue
San Diego, CA 92103

(619) 295-5362

Monday 11-5
Tuesday-Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5
Sunday 12-3

Treasurer’s Report 
June 2001 

Prepared by Chris Clarke 

SD Open – continued from page 1 
 nights making sure everything was just so, that 
players would be pleased and eager to play. 
As always, sponsors have come forward to help 
defray costs associated with the event. Ten spon-
sors have been lined up including Allied Ropes, 
Arrowhead Water, Ken Bamiqued, Cort Furni-
ture Rental, Inner Balance, Mizuyama, Steve 
Nugent, Ray’s Tennis, Sports Authority, Robert 
Tianco and U.S. Airways. Thus far sponsorships 
have brought in $1,520. 

Inner Balance 
511 Ivy Lane 

San Diego, CA 92103 
(619) 543-9999 

A proud sponsor of the San Diego Open XVI 

Robert Tiango 
Attorney at Law 

Proud Supporter of San Diego 
Open XVI 

Workout with Jerry! 
10 – 12 

Saturdays 
City College  

Tennis Courts 
Free 

All levels of play 
Improve your game 
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