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Cal Cup Excitement Builds    

Federation stages successful Open, looks to next 
By Steve Nugent 

T he 16th annual San Diego Open concluded 
with a resounding bang Tuesday July 3rd 

capping off a successful tournament that saw 
San Diegans take away 9 of the 15 trophies. 
Over 180 players from all over the United States 
participated in 5 divisions over the pre-4th of 
July weekend in what SDTF President Arthur 
Pugeda describes as one of the most prestigious 
tournaments on the GLTA circuit.  
 Success was the order of the day for this year’s 
Open. According to SDTF Treasurer Chris 
Clarke, the tournament garnered a staggering 
$5,000 in profit. Of this $5,000, 75% will be 
donated to two San Diego charities – Mama’s 
Kitchen and Stepping Stone. Fundraising efforts, 
particularly by SDTF member Jeffery Luff, and 
the Sunday night raffle at Bourbon Street, which 
brought in $1,300, helped make this year’s Open 
one of the most successful in recent years. 
  However, the sentiment most often heard over 
the course of this year’s Open highlighted how 
well-run and well-organized the tournament was. 
For some, including first-time tournament 
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A finals success – Finalists, Umpire, Co-chairs, and Ballboys at the 
conclusion of Men’s Open Finals. In back ump Chris Clarke; stand-
ing co-chair Jerry Sabio, Open champ, Vince Riveroll, Finalist Gra-
ham,  co-chair Bruce Even; front – ballboys Steve Nugent, Dan 
Lee, Brian Stone and Anthony Jungers 

By Jim Winters & Scott Williford 

I t’s official - Beijing will host the 2008 Games 
and San Diego has been awarded the Sixteenth 

Annual California Cup in October. 
  This is the sixth time San Diego has hosted this 
competition, which is a celebration of many of the 
best gay tennis players in the world. California 
Cup puts the spotlight on our three organiza-
tions – SDTF, LATA and GLTF, who in many 
ways set the early standards for the rest of the 
GLTA circuit; much of the rich history of gay 
tennis started right here in this state. 

  So once more, we’ll be making gay tennis history. California gay tennis 
veterans recall that the history of team challenge matches in our state be-
gan years before the first "Cal Cup" was played in 1986. Many of the foun-
ders of our three organizations met for the first time at Gay Games I  

Cup excitement – continued page 7 

Last year’s Cal Cup 
logo 
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July Birthdays! 
Kurt Hermanson            8/5 
Carlo Santilla                  8/5 
Terry Overbey               8/9 
Jeff Keeny                        8/12 
Steve Behar           8/20 
Kim Kiedaisch                 8/30 

Welcome to new members 

 
 

Joe Arnold 
Jong DeCastro 
Jim Kiedaish 
Eric Strom 
Ned Turner 

 

THANKS TO ALL THOSE WHO MADE THE 
SAN DIEGO OPEN A RESOUNDING SUCCESS! 

Committee – Volunteers – Board 
Doug            Baker 
Rancy           Breece 
Steve            Briggs 
Chris             Clarke 
Art                Ekval 
Dave             Enkelis 
Bruce            Even 
Sonny           Genio 
Anthony       Jungers 
Jim               Kiedaisch 
Andre           Lalias 
Daniel           Lee 
Brian            Lepree 
Jeff               Luff 

Ralph            Manaquil 
Romeo          Mathias 
Pete               Mayers 
Randy           Miller 
Steve             Nelson 
Steve             Nugent 
Arthur           Pugeda 
J.R.               Rivera 
Jerry              Sabio 
Allen             Sanchez 
Brian             Stone 
Ned               Turner 
Robert           Voces 
Jim                Wilson 

Sponsors & Donors 
Allied Ropes • Arrowhead Water • Cort Furniture Rental. • 
Inner Balance • Mizuyama • Steve Nugent Ray’s Tennis • 

Robert Tiango • Sports Authority  
U.S. Airways 

 Co-Director Bruce Even, this was a shocking 
but welcome turn of events. 
 “I was surprised about how easily things went. I 
was expecting something to go wrong!” Even 
said. 
  In fact, very little went wrong during the tour-
nament. This was due in great part to how the 
tournament matches were scheduled.  
  “Romeo [Matias] put together the tournament 
schedule and did a fantastic job,” said SDTF 
Treasurer Chris Clarke.  
  This was one of the areas most praised by tour-
nament participants. Very few, if any, matches 
were delayed due to scheduling. Schedule delays 
normally run rampant at most GLTA tourna-
ments. 
  “I’ve been to Palm Springs, LA, San Francisco, 
Miami and have had to wait 30 to 45 minutes [to 
play]. This tournament, right on time” said tour-
nament Co-Direct Jerry Sabio. 
  The many volunteers that worked hard prior to 
and during the tournament also contributed 
greatly the tournament’s success. This includes 
everyone who stuffed packets prior to the Draw 
Party, everyone who worked at the tournament 
desk, all the way to the volunteer referees and 
ball boys. 
  “I talked to a lot of out-of-towners and most 
said that this was the best run tournament they 
had been to in the last year,” Bruce Even said. 
SDTF President Arthur Pugeda echoed that sen-
timent. 
  “The outside players said they really enjoyed 
this tournament. They said it was a lot of fun.” 
The focus and goal of the tournament was for 
the participants to enjoy their experience at the 
San Diego Open. 
  “We tried to convey a loving, caring attitude 
and an enthusiasm for the tournament towards 
all the players and extended ourselves to make 
sure that the out-of-town players were doing 
well,” Bruce Even said. 
  By all accounts, tournament directors Jerry 
Sabio and Bruce Even along with all the hard-
working volunteers achieved their goal. 

SDTF in the Winner’s Circle 
 
Steve Nelson & Steve Schultz         D Doubles Finalists 
Steve Nelson                                    D Singles Finalist 
Steve Schultz                                   D Singles Consolation Winner 
Chris Lott                                         C Singles Consolation Winner 
Ken Baniqued                                  B Singles Consolation Finalist 
Dave Enkelis                                    B Singles Consolation Winner 
Adam Gusterine                               B Singles Finalist 
Brad Hasper & Joseph Smith           A Doubles Winners 
Brad Hasper                                     A Singles Winner 
Jerry Sabio                                       Open Singles Consolation Finalist 
Jim Winters & Vince Riveroll         Open Doubles Finalists 
Vince Riveroll                                  Open Singles Winner                        
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GoldenGolden
RacketRacket
AwardAward

T his month’s Golden 
Racket Award goes 

to The Ump, aka Chris 
Clarke.  Chris put in count-
less hours before, during 
and after the San Diego 
Open. He helped the com-
mittee make sure the draws 

and seedings were correct, collected scores from 
all matches and entered them into TMS and 
made sure the scores and new draw sheets were 
back at the sites the next day.  All of this helped 
keep the Open on track and on time. 
Chris saw many a midnight hour come and go as 
he put all of this together, not resting until the 
job was done and done right.  You might have 
been able to tell how much effort he was putting 
into his work by the hint of dark circles under 
his eyes.  You sure couldn’t tell by his disposi-
tion, which always remained sunny, and by his 
enthusiasm, which was always overwhelming. 
To top it off, Chris agreed to referee the Open 
doubles and singles finals.  He is a USTA certi-
fied umpire, and his very presence added an im-
measurable dignity and professionalism to the 
proceedings. Of course it helped that he dressed 
more fashionably than any of the players, and 
that his quick and assured calls (when needed) 
negated any disputes. 
For all of that, for helping to train the ballboys 
for the singles finals, and for all the tasks you 
undertake as treasurer and friend to the SDTF, 
this Golden Racket goes to you! 

Steve Nelson chalks up a V.E. at San Di-
ego Open with his first tournament 
By Steve Nugent 

S DTF’s own Stephen Nelson obliterated 
his tournament cherry this year as he 

played the San Diego Open for the first time 
and reached the finals in both singles and 
doubles in the Men’s D division. Even 
though Stephen walked away with runner-up 
trophies in both finals, he could only be 
positive about his first tournament experi-
ence. 
“I really enjoyed myself. The tournament 
was so well-organized and the players and 
officials were so enthusiastic. It really made 
the tournament a great experience for me.” 
If it hadn’t been for all encouragement he 
got from other SDTF members, Stephen 
would not have participated at all.  
“Growing up I didn’t have any natural ath-
letic ability. I was always the ‘picked-last 
kid’ and I wasn’t looking to re-live that.” 
However, the motivation was alive and 
kicking. It was very apparent in the inten-
sity of his play on the court. 
“I was motivated to do the tournament to prove to myself that I had the 
ability and the potential.” 
Even though the customary tournament nerves worked Stephen at first, as 
the tournament went on and as the wins kept piling up he could feel his 
confidence gaining. 
“I was able to calm myself and because of that I felt stronger. I become a 
stronger player in attitude.” 
To prep himself for the tournament Stephen made himself get on the court 
at least three times a week. However, he found that the best preparation was 
in changing his attitude. Instead of thinking too far ahead, Stephen began 
playing point-by-point and found success. 
“I told myself, ‘Go out and play. Stop getting ahead of yourself.” 
While Stephen experienced success in both singles and doubles, he says he 
prefers doubles because of the challenging teamwork aspect. 
“It’s tougher for two people to work as one than it is to play solo,” he said. 
And as Stephen loves a challenge, I’m sure we will be seeing him out on 
the court again for the 17th Annual San Diego Open. 

Steve prepares to serve 
during singles competi-
tion. 

1436 University Avenue
San Diego, CA 92103

(619) 295-5362

Monday 11-5
Tuesday-Friday 10-6
Saturday 10-5
Sunday 12-3

Chair to be re-raffled  
Paul Schick, who won the rattan chair and ottoman during last month’s raffle 
at the San Diego Open, has donated the chair back to the Federation. With 
Paul’s permission, the Board will hold another raffle for the set. Money 
raised will go back to the Federation’s general fund. 
  Raffle tickets, which will be available at all SDTF events, Friday Night 
Doubles, Saturday Clinic and Sunday Doubles, are $1 each, 6 for $5 and 13 
for $10. The drawing will be held at the mid-summer’s party for the Federa-
tion to be held at president Arthur Pugeda’s home on Saturday, August 18. 
You need not be present to win. 
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CAL CUP 2001 QUALIFING ROUNDS ENTRY FORM 
Singles - September 8 - Barnes Tennis Center 

Doubles - September 9 – San Diego High School 
 
Name: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Phone: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
E-mail: ______________________________________________________________ 
 
Requested Doubles Partner (in order of preference): 
 

1.     ___________________________________________________ 
 

2.     ___________________________________________________ 
 
Entry fees:          $10 for one event – singles or doubles      _______ 
                              $15 for two events – singles and doubles  _______ 
 
Note: Entry fees for qualifying rounds will be credited towards entry fees for Cal Cup. 
 
Please send entry form and fee by August 18th to: 
 
Daniel Lewis – c/o San Diego Tennis Federation – P.O. Box 3547 – San Diego, CA 92103-1547 

Questions? – call (858) 576-1986 or e-mail dstudlee1@yahoo.com 
 

Each San Diego Cal Cup player must be a member of the San Diego Tennis Federation as of September 1st, 2001 and 
must have participated in one SDTF event prior to Cal Cup. 

 
CAPTIAN’S NOTE: I encourage everyone to participate in this event.  If you don’t qualify for this event please come out 
and support your team.  We have a great opportunity to bring the CUP home this year.  Let’s beat these girls in our home 

city, HOW NICE WOULD THAT BE!!!! 

W ant to represent the San Diego Tennis Federation in Cal Cup XVI? 
We’d love to have you on the team! 

  There are two ways that you can become a member of the team that will 
uphold the Federation’s honor on October 6th and 7th, 2001 at the Barnes 
Tennis Center. You’ll not only get to play for California’s (if not the na-
tion’s) best tennis team, you’ll be playing against skilled players from Los 
Angeles and San Francisco. 
  It’s not only a fierce and friendly competitive event, but a social and fun 
one as well. Outside of the usual hi-jinks that accompany any gay or lesbian 
sporting event, the host city throws a party. This year’s Federation board is 
considering several venues for the Saturday evening shindig. 
  As this year’s host, the San Diego Tennis Federation will pick up part of 
the cost associated with Cal Cup. However players from every team will 
also pay a fee to help defer costs not covered by the Federation. Fees for 
Federation members will be determined at a later date. 
  First, you can apply directly to this year’s captain, Jim Winters, by filling 
out the form in this newsletter and getting it to him within the next couple 

Cup entry – continued  page 6 

Cal Cup XVI – It’s our party and we’ll win if we want too, 
We’ll win the Cup if our team includes you! 

 
Cal Cup factoids 
 
Did you know? 
 

The closest Cal Cup finish: 1989, 
when SD edged LA 28-27-11. 

 
The closest 3-way race: 1995, SF 
beat LA and SD, 27-25-20. 

 
The highest Cal Cup win total was 
by SF in 1993, when the GLTF 
won 38-24-10. 



Washington Mutual
Sheryl L. Low
Personal Financial Representative

3800 5th Avenue phone: 619.296.8885
San Diego, CA 92103 fax: 619.299.9518
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Cup entry – continued from page 5 
of weeks. The board of the San Diego Tennis Federation has asked Jim to  
pick 12 of the 24 singles players and 6 of the doubles teams that will make 
up this year’s squad. 
  Jim will name his picks and inform the board of his decision by August 
24th. The board will send out an announcement to all Federation members 
as soon as Jim makes his picks. 
  Those Federation members not selected by Jim for the 12 singles and 6 
doubles teams can earn a spot by playing in a round robin tournament to be 
held the eighth and ninth of September. 
  Ladder Chair Daniel Lee will coordinate the qualifying tournament. Any 
Federation member is eligible for both singles and doubles.  The club will 
charge a nominal fee of $10 for a single qualifying event, $15 for two. 
These fees will count towards the fees levied on each player in Cal Cup.   
The singles round robin will be played Saturday, September 8 at Barnes, 
the doubles on Sunday, September 9 at San Diego High School.  
  Further details concerning the qualifying tournament will be outlined in 
the September newsletter as well as in the announcement to be distributed 
to Federation members. 
  Criteria for being a member of the Cal Cup team are that the team member 
be a member of the San Diego Tennis Federation for at least 30 days prior 
to Cal Cup and that the member participate in one SDTF event during the 
year. 

Cup excitement – continued from page 1 
in San Francisco in 1982. At the time, the 
LATA and the GTF of SF were growing organi-
zations, and had been in existence for a couple 
of years.  
  It was at the 1983 USGO tournament that Jim 
Winters threw the newly formed SDTF's hat in 
the ring, and offered up a team challenge match 
with our big brother club, LATA, led by David 
Locke and Fred Orange. Between 1983 and 
1985, the three California clubs held several 
one-on-one matches against each other, until 
scheduling and planning several matches a year 
became a strain on "club relations" in 1985.  
  In September of 1985, the SDTF sent a letter to 
GTF and LATA club Presidents, Grant Trent 
and Fred Orange, proposing a yearly "three-way" 
match that would rotate between cities. The plan 
was accepted in late 1985, and the first Califor-
nia Cup was held in San Diego in October of the 
next year. 
  In 1986, Donald Trisdale and David Locke 
were their club leaders, and Trisdale worked 
with Scott Williford to get the perpetual cup de-
signed and ready for that first event. The SDTF 
team stunned the visitors with a resounding win 
that first year, and the rest is history…..  

SDTF invited to party at El Presidente’s 

A rthur Pugeda, otherwise known as “El Presidente”, invites all Fed-
eration members and their significant others to his presidential pal-

ace in Hillcrest on Saturday, August 18 for a mid-summer party. 
  The festivities begin at 7:00 with Art providing snacks, non-alcoholic 
beverages, music and his sumptuous palace, including hot tub, at 3936 
Brant (the corner of Brant and University near Von’s).  It’s a BYOB af-
fair; bring along your preferred libation to consume or share. 
  “Everyone is invited,” says Art.  “It’ll be a fun and relaxing evening.  Just 
come on over and have a great time!” 
  One of the highlights of the evening will be the drawing for the rattan 
chair and ottoman Paul Schick donated back to the Federation after win-
ning it at last month’s SDO party at Bourbon Street. 
  Another highlight of the evening will be the presentation of checks to 
representatives from the Federation’s two designated charities, Mama’s 
Kitchen and Stepping Stone. 
  RSVP El Presidente (619) 299-7446 and let him know you’ll be there. 

I n light of slow orders, the San Diego Tennis 
Federation board will purchase 150 t-shirts 

imprinted with the Federation’s logo on back 
and SDTF on the front. The shirts will be sold at 
cost, $7.00, and will be available at many SDTF 
events; including Friday Night and Sunday 
Morning Doubles. 
  Those members who ordered and paid for 
shirts through the form included with the June 
newsletter will receive their shirts when the 
shirts are printed and available for sale. 
  The board authorized the direct purchase of the 
shirts after President Arthur Pugeda offered to 
loan the Federation 50% of the cost. The board 
will also pay Arthur back first with the money 
generated from the sale. 
  Remember, this is a limited time offer and 
these shirts will not be available in stores. Look 
for these shirts, available through an authorized 
agent of the San Diego Tennis Federation soon! 

Federation t-shirts to arrive soon 


